VANCOUVER (CUP)—On any 
given morning on the corner of 
East Hastings and Columbia in 
front of the Radio Station Café 
in Vancouver, a drug dealer can 
make up to $35 OOO. Their cus- 
tomers approach them in a non- 
chalant fashion, do their business 
and quickly scuttle off in various 
directions. 

Some may venture back to their 
hotel rooms, rented out at cheap 
monthly rates. Many will drift 
into the nearest alley and quickly 
dose. But these days, most will 
probably walk into Insite, the 
city’s highly publicized and con- 
tentious safe injection facility, 
open to all and just eight doors 
down. 


By Eric Szeto 
CUP Western Bureau Chief 
Photos by Max Wang 


Network of Drug Users (VANDU), esti- 
mates that nearly 15 000 heroin injections 
take place in the Downtown Eastside, and Tyrone 
Caldwell, 39, used to take his fair share. 

Caldwell spent the last 14 years of his life dab- 
bling with different drugs, but it was during 
the last five years that things began to get really 
heavy. After nearly a decade of drug use, he lost 
control, and in order to support his $300-a-day 
cocaine habit, started dealing narcotics himself, 
including heroin. 

Tt was in May that he went into the facility as 
he did on any normal day. He proceeded into the 
injection area to shoot up. The area is the width 
of a desk, with a mirror in front and two walls, 
giving an individual the suggestion of privacy. 
Immediately after dosing, Caldwell had an omi- 
nous feeling that something was not right. 

“The minute the buzz or rush started coming 
on, I knew it wasn’t a cocaine rush,” he says. “T 
knew I was in trouble and that’s the last thing I 
remember.” 


fk ven on the slowest day, the Vancouver Area 


Caldwell was put into an ambulance after the 
paramedics gave him a shot of Narcan, a drug 
that reverses the effects of opiates, to revive 
him. Caldwell later discovered that what he had 
injected into himself wasn’t just cocaine—it was 
a nasty trail mix of heroin and cocaine, which 
ed to his overdose. And it was because of the 
staff at Insite that Caldwell didn’t die that day. 

“Tf Insite wasn't there and I was in the alley, I'd 
be dead,” he says. 

Caldwell isn’t the only one. Since its inception 
in 2003, Insite has grown in popularity among 
drug users in the Downtown Eastside, aver- 
aging around 700 visits per day. Section 56 of 
the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act allows 
Insite—in addition to doctors prescribing metha- 
done for those in rehab—to have legal possession 
of controlled substances. Because of this exemp- 
tion, Insite is currently the only place in Canada 
where a person can legally carry narcotics. 

Before Insite, the number of overdoses and 
rates of infection for HIV and Hepatitis A, B, and 
C were soaring in the Downtown Eastside com- 
munity. According to Anne Livingston, a project 
coordinator for VANDU, deaths by overdose 
climbed from 35 in 1989 to 350 in 1994. The 
1995 Vancouver Injection Drug User sampled 
5000 users in the Downtown Eastside and esti- 


mated that the prevalence of HIV/AIDS in the 
area was around 40 per cent while Hepatitis C 
hovered around 90 per cent. 

The community was dying. 

With the alarming rates of infection and death 
escalating rapidly, the city soon realized tradi- 
tional drug enforcement and treatment strate- 
gies were failing. The city subsequently adopted 
its “Four Pillars Drug Strategy,” which consists 
of harm reduction, prevention, treatment and 
enforcement. Insite was implemented as a pro- 
gressive step towards increasing harm reduction, 
though some argue it promotes all four pillars. 

Open 18 hours a day, Insite has become one 
of the busiest safe-injection facilities in the 
world. There’s no limit to how many times a 
day a person can use the site. Accounts of its suc- 
cesses have been documented. There are over 
7000 registered members and though there have 
been 500 overdoses, none have resulted in death. 
Furthermore, Insite has found that users of the 
site are twice as likely to get into detox. 

While there’s no evidence yet to suggest that 
the rates of HIV/AIDS have gone down since 
Insite opened, neither have there been any stud- 
ies investigating this issue. It would be coun- 
ter-intuitive to think that the facility has been 
anything less than a bastion of prevention. 

In spite of this, at the end of August, the future 
of the facility was in limbo. The federal exemp- 
tion that allowed Insite to operate was due to 
expire on 12 September and Canadian Health 
Minister Tony Clement, rather than extending it 
another three years, reluctantly bowed to public 
pressure and renewed the exemption until 
December 2007. The scientific evidence, accord- 
ing to Clement, was inconclusive. 

“Do safe injection sites contribute to lower- 
ing drug use and fighting addiction? Right now 
the only thing research has proven conclusively 
is that drug addicts need more help to get off 
drugs,” says Clement in a media release. “Given 
the need for more facts, I am unable to approve 
the current request to extend the Vancouver site 
for another three-and-a-half years.” 

Despite scientific evidence and public support 
of the facility from all levels of government, the 
Ministry of Health opted to shy away from grant- 
ing proponents of the site its full demands—the 
disconnection between those in Ottawa and the 
people at the frontlines is unsettling 
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Jeff West, a coordinator at Insite, has witnessed 
first-hand the changes the facility has brought to 
the Downtown Eastside. He’s seen its successes 
and its failures. His modus operandi is to dispel 
the myths circulating in Ottawa and educate 
people about the many other services that Insite 
provides. 

“We teach people. We never hold or touch 
the needle—that’s the bottom line,” West says. 
“TThe staff] can tie people off, help them find 
a vein, [pick] what kind of angle to insert the 
needle. We also have a prosthetic arm that has 
veins and use that as a teaching tool.” 

West stresses the strictness of these guidelines: 
if someone dies and they have gone beyond their 
immediate duties, it’s an automatic charge of 
manslaughter. 

But the big appeal for Insite, West says, is 
giving a shelter to the people living in squalor. It 
provides the lost and hopeless a place to go. 

“People are complex souls. Addictions are a 
result of other stuff going on. Ultimately you 
could really just focus on the addiction and they 
can go to detox,” West says. 

Caldwell and many others attest to the success 
to this program. 

“Tf Insite wasn’t there ... I really wouldn’t be 
here,” says Caldwell, who now volunteers at 
Insite. “I’m living on borrowed time and I’m 
here to help them. No questions.” 


hen her sister became a crystal metham- 

phetamine addict, Darcy (who is using 
only her first name to protect her identity) took 
custody of her sister’s children. She was only 
22. For the next 25 years, she was an operating 
engineer in northern BC, making an almost six- 
figure income for many years. 

But after injuring her back and losing the pen- 
sion she spent her entire life working for, every- 
thing came crashing down. She eventually moved 
to the Balmoral Hotel in Vancouver’s Downtown 
Eastside. She had nowhere else to go. 

On welfare for the first time of her life, she 
started using drugs. From A to Z, she did it all, 
everything except crystal meth—something she 
promised herselfshe would never do after seeing 
it kill her sister. 

“Tt was from 25 years of being straight, | 
wanted to experience it all. You name it, I did 
it. My sister was a junkie; it was like I wanted to 
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experience what she experienced.” 

At the height of her drug addiction she was 
visiting Insite nearly four times a day. 

“What I went for was the congeniality and I'd 
go there because it’s a nice, clean place. I don’t 
actually inject anymore.” 

She can barely describe some of the atroci- 
ties she’s seen because they are so egregious. 
Before Insite, she says, Women were contracting 
HIV at enormous rates, which she attributes to 
the fact that women are most vulnerable in the 
Downtown Eastside. 

Often times, she says, prostitutes, too messed 
up to do their own drugs, ask their pimps to 
shoot them up. But instead of using a clean 
needle, her pimp uses a “rake,” a needle that has 
already made the rounds, which is almost inevi- 
tably tainted and ridden with disease. 

Insite, she says, offers these women an 
alternative. 

“This is a place where women go to control 
disease,” she says. 

Darcy admits there are many misconcep- 
tions about Insite, and says given the lack of 
understanding about addiction in general, it’s 
not surprising. 

This lack of understanding was clearly shown 
in an online Globe and Mail debate between 
former mayor of Vancouver and current Senator 


“Federal government doesn’t fund any com- 
ponent. Insite doesn’t provide drugs. They aren't 
asking for a single red cent, just for the blessing, 
just for the exemption to be renewed,” he says. 

Libby Davies, a proponent of Insite and an 
NDP MP, echoed Allen’s concerns. 

“The evidence [about] Insite is irrefutable, 
there’s no research that suggests it’s not work- 
ing as it should be,” Davies says. “They're dead 
wrong with the disputes. You can’t ignore the 
scientific evidence from incredibly reputable 
sources. It’s been under a microscope for three 
years. It’s not a panacea for the drug solution, its 
part of the solution.” 

Echoing Davies’s concerns, Darcy adds a more 
extreme viewpoint. She believes that Ottawa has 
given the addiction situation and Insite a lack 
of attention, and the subsequent drug-related 
deaths in the Downtown Eastside area is a form 
of population control. 

“[Drug addicts] are seen as a subhuman spe- 
cies here, but they aren't. It’s tough to make it as 
a man down here but it’s even tougher to make 
it as a woman. They'll stab you, knife you. That’s 
the element you have to be in,” Darcy says. 

According to VANDU and Insite, every ambu- 
lance coming into the Downtown Eastside 
costs $1000. Each case of HIV/AIDS costs the 
health-care system $320 000. The financial 


“It’s considered illegal. But if I inject you with drugs the 
joke is that you won’t die. You’re much less likely to die 
with a trained expert who knows CPR and has gloves 


on 99 


Larry Campbell and Randy White, the founder 
of the Drug Prevention Network of Canada held 
in August, before the extension to the exemption 
was granted. 

During the debate, White, a former Reform- 
Alliance-Conservative MP and vice-chairman 
of the parliamentary committee studying the 
non-medical use of drugs, gave a list of reasons 
why Insite’s exemption under the Controlled 
Drugs and Substances Act should not have been 
renewed and why the site should have been 
shut down. 

Among the reasons: 

1) Injection sites do not prevent and treat drug 
use. 
2) Since the opening of the site, Vancouver 
has become more problematic with crime and 
addiction, and the injection site has contributed 
to the problem. 

3) Responsible government does not sanction a 
person walking through a door and getting assis- 
tance to shoot up crystal meth. 

4) Injection sites are the exception, not the rule, 
in most countries worldwide. 

Campbell retorted. “To be blunt, [White] is a 
dinosaur and refuses to even consider scientific, 
peer-reviewed evidence. I suspect that deep in 
his mind, he believes the earth is flat.” 

The inability to get past archaic misconcep- 
tions about the realities of drug use is at the root 
of the problem, says Nathan Allen, an organizer 
for Insite for Community Safety, which is an 
advocate group for Insite. 
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burden the area once carried has decreased 
significantly. 

Surprisingly, one of the strongest messages of 
support comes from the Chinatown Merchants 
Association. Before the site opened, the associa- 
tion was among the most vehemently opposed 
groups to the injection site. Now they are one of 
Insite’s biggest supporters. 

“There aren't any people shooting up in front 
of the businesses anymore and Insite has [shown] 
by example that it works,” Allen says. 


Ss! to eight hours after the last dose of heroin, 
a person can begin to have withdrawal symp- 
toms that include severe anxiety, depression, 
diarrhea, convulsions, vomiting and uncontrol- 
lable body movements. Mary Miller used to dose 
at Insite frequently to avoid these symptoms. 

“You don’t want to go sleep because when you 
wake up you'll be too sick to move,” she says. 
To alleviate these symptoms she now gets a por- 
tion of her welfare check deducted to pay for her 
methadone. 

Months before the creation of Insite, VANDU, 
which started in 1998 by a group of intravenous 
drug users that advocated living healthy and 
productive lives, opened their own de facto safe 
injection site for people like Mary. 

The rogue site could barely operate and their 
hours were limited (10 pm to 2 am), but accord- 
ing to Ann Livingston, it was what gave the 
city the gumption to eventually open a legally 
sanctioned facility in 2003. 


Livingston, a project coordinator for VANDU 
who also ran unsuccessfully for city council in 
1996 and 1999, says it was this critical pres- 
sure from VANDU that finally started to change 
minds. The municipal government, she says, 
had repeatedly dropped the idea for the site for a 
number of years before Insite came to be. 

Even with the cynical outlook, Livingston is 
still lobbying to open four more government- 
sanctioned sites. One site, she says, isn’t enough. 

“T’s the equivalent of your whole body cov- 
ered in running sores and one patch is cleared 
up,” she says. “We know it works but we can’t 
put it on the rest of our bodies. I said, ‘Fuck you, 
we can't.” 

Her plan is to put three more sites on the 
perimeter of the Downtown Eastside. By sur- 
rounding the area with sites it would, in theory, 
be easier for addicts to get to a nearby site. 

But the likelihood of three more sites popping 
up once the exemption expires in December 
2007 seems like a stretch. Livingston knows it, 
and that’s why VANDU is doing whatever it can 
to help. 

The group has already taken the matter into 
its own hands. If you know what they look like, 
you can spot them a block away. A team of ten 
people in fluorescent vests patrol the streets edu- 
cating and, in many cases, illegally assisting the 
injections of addicts in the area who are unable 
to perform them alone. 

These rogue patrols complement the lim- 
ited services Insite can legally provide. Often, 
people have to be rejected from Insite because 
they are not capable of injecting their own 
drugs—and Insite workers cannot do it for them. 
The patrollers look out for these people in 
particular. 

This squadron of injectors, all trained health- 
care workers certified in CPR, assist in any way 
they can. If you’re blind and have an amputated 
arm, for example, they will help you inject. 

“T’s considered illegal,” Livingston admits. 
“But if 1 inject you with drugs the joke is that 
you won't die. You're much less likely to die 
with a trained expert who knows CPR and has 
gloves on.” 

There’s no doubt in Livingston’s mind that if 
the government in Ottawa decides to pull the 
plug after December 2007, rogue sites will replace 
Insite. Before Ottawa announced the extension 
on | September, VANDU and other groups were 
already getting one ready. 

The rumour is that the Portland Hotel Society, 
a Vancouver-based substance abuse advocacy 
group, has already built a site. 

“The only way to find out is if you find one of 
their workers and literally follow them around 
until you see them all going to the same place,” 
Livingston says. 


he future of Insite remains uncertain until 
December 2007, but there’s no doubt that 
whatever decision is made in Ottawa, it will not 
sway supporters of Insite from fighting on behalf 
of their growing and evolving community. 
Livingston can attest to that. If Ottawa says no 
to an exemption beyond 2007, the gloves are 
going to come off. 
“[TOttawa is] going to mud-wrestle with 
us,” she says. “I don’t think that they want that 
because we would win.” 
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“Tt was from 25 years of 
being straight, I wanted 
to experience it all. You 
name it, I did it. Mysister 
was a junkie; it was like 
I wanted to experience 
what she experienced.” 


“(Drug addicts] are 
seen as a_ subhu- 
man species here, but 
they aren’t. It’s tough 
to make it as a man 
down here but it’s even 
tougher to make it as 
a woman. They’Il stab 
you, knife you. That’s 
the element you have to 
be in” 
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Treat your friends to breakfast in bed: : 


Sausage McMuffin® breakfast sandwich* 
or Coffee & Muffin 
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Banged up B 


TREVOR PHILLIPS 
Sports Writer 


The injury bug. That pesky little insect 
that can infect a dressing room, slow 
down the momentum of a season, 
create new roles and, in the case of 
this past Friday, create history. Last 
weekend, an injury-plagued Bears 
hockey squad limped in to Whistler 
Arena and dropped their first game to 
UBC in 19 years. 

Though the Bears aren't making 
any excuses for that defeat, the losses 
of Ryan Stempfle and Tim Krymusa 
to long-term injuries have clearly put 
a few wrinkles into the plan for the 
season: most notably rushing a few 
freshmen into the roster a little earlier 
than expected. 

“They've worked hard; they’ve bat- 
tled; they’ve bought in; they’ve fought 
tooth and nail to be where they are, 
and they deserve it,’ Alberta head 
coach Eric Thurston said of his prom- 
ising rookies. “Also, the experience 
they are gaining from playing in so 
many crucial situations is going to be 
very valuable to us in the long run.” 

Two of the more notable rookies 
to emerge so far have been defence- 
man Kyle Fecho and versatile forward 
Kieran Block. Fecho has logged impor- 
tant minutes not only at even strength, 
but on both special team units, while 
Block has stepped in to fill the gap left 
by Krymusa. 

“T can't say enough about Kyle 
Fecho,” Thurston raved. “He’s been a 
tremendous guy on the blue line. He’s 
been a power play guy, he’s a solid 
player and we know he’s going to con- 
tinue to play at the level for a while.” 

There has been added pressure 
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ears look to beat down Bisons 
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JUST AFLESH WOUND Fourth-year winger Richard Hamula (18) is one of the few veteran Bears who has yet to be bitten by the injury bug. 


placed on veterans Scott Henkelman 
and Harlan Anderson to take some 
of the tension off the youngsters. The 
two have quietly gone about their 
business to provide a stabilizing influ- 
ence on the raw rookies who've been 
thrust into important roles a little ear- 
ier than expected. 
“Harlan Anderson has been huge 
back there for us,” second-year forward 
Dylan Stanley said while having what 
ooked like a shirt of ice packs strapped 


to himself “Especially playing with the 
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SMASH HIT Thomas Jarmoc (11) is one of the younger Bears filling the void. 


young guys, he has been a really calm 
and steady influence on the back end.” 

With so many penalties being called 
under the new CIS rules, a greater 
emphasis is being put on situational 
hockey. This has forced coaches to 
shorten their benches in order to get 
the most effective players on the ice for 
crucial situations. When there aren't 
enough bodies to go around, it can 
cause a problem, Thurston explained. 

“Unfortunately there have been 
some guys that deserve more ice time, 


but because of the situation haven't 
been able to get it,” he said. “This is 
an adjustment for a coach because you 
have to get your penalty killers out 
there, or your power play guys, and 
you don’t want people sitting for too 
long. Unfortunately, for periods last 
game, this was the case.” 

This weekend the top-ranked Bears 
will host a two-game set against the 
Manitoba Bisons, a team they’re in the 
dark about. 

“They have a new coach, and we 


haven't faced them all year, so it'll 
be key for us to play our game at our 
tempo,” Thurston said. “Tt reminds me 
of Nationals, because there is really very 
little information to work with heading 
into the weekend.” 

With such big challenges facing the 
Bears, the journey looks to get a little 
harder before it can get easier. Luckily 
for the Bears, a bye next weekend 
should help them recover a little. 

The games go Friday and Saturday 
night at 7:30pm in Clare Drake Arena. 


Impressive pre-season gives volley 
Bears momentum to open season 


NICK FROST 
Sports Staff 


Exhibition play ended on a high note 
for the Golden Bears volleyball team 
last weekend as they took three of four 
games in Manitoba; now, they look 
to carry that momentum into their 
regular season opener this weekend 
against the Brandon Bobcats. 

If the pre-season revealed one 
thing about this team, it’s that the 
loss of several key veterans from last 
year’s silver medal team—includ- 
ing 2005/06 first-team All-Canadian 
Brock Davidiuk and second-team All- 
Canadian Nicholas Cundy, as well 
as conference all-stars Alexandre 
Gaumont Casias, and Dallas Soonias— 
hasn't broken their stride in the 
slightest. In fact, in their ten exhibi- 
tion matches, the Bears recorded only 
two losses—something that proves 
that the younger and less-seasoned 
players on this team are able to estab- 
lish Alberta as a national power once 
again. 

“We did lose some important play- 
ers from last year, but, at this point, 
that’s water under the bridge,” said 
head coach Terry Danyluk. “The 
good thing is that I like to look to the 
future, and we have some very good 
players on our team this year—guys 
that have the opportunity now to 
show what they can do. And, thus 


far, guys who have been in our pro- 
gram the last few years like Thomas 
Jarmoc, Joel Schmuland and Brock 
Pehar have stepped up and formed 
a really good level [of play] for this 


time of the year.” 


“Tt always hurts to lose 
some of those guys, like 
Soonias, who can beat 
ateam with his attacks 
alone because he’s such 
a powerful hitter.” 


DEREK PROUDFOOT, 
FIFTH-YEAR MIDDLE 


On the court, one of the remaining 
members of the 2005/06 team, Derek 
Proudfoot, feels that they haven’t had 
a hard time adjusting to the loss of 
some of last year’s key players. Rather, 
there is confidence that the younger 
guys can provide the skill and energy 
necessary to pull out the big wins that 
Alberta has rattled off in the past few 
seasons, as they proved in winning 
the Can-Am title two weeks ago. 

“Tt always hurts to lose some of 
those guys, like Soonias, who can 
beat a team with his attacks alone 
because he’s such a powerful hitter,” 


the fifth-year middle from Edmonton 
explained. “But it just means that 
everything will have to be more 
spread out; everyone has to do their 
share, and we can’t just rely on one 
guy. It’s different, but it’s also a good 
thing. The young guys are all doing 
a good job—they all bring a lot of 
energy to the table and everyone’s 
really fighting to get their floor time, 
so I think it’s looking pretty good.” 

Though one of the newer—they 
will be in their second season—and 
one of the weaker teams in the Canada 
West conference last season with a 
4-16 record, everyone on the Bears’ 
volleyball roster agrees on one thing: 
Brandon isn’t to be taken lightly. 

“Brandon has only been in the 
league for a couple of years, but I think 
they’re one of those teams that have a 
lot of potential,” Danyluk said. “They 
knocked off Manitoba once last year, 
which means that they can beat any- 
body on any given day.” 

“Tt should be good,” Proudfoot, an 
engineering student, added. “It should 
give us a chance to work through some 
of the kinks that we had in Manitoba. 
I’m not sure how good they are this 
year, but you can never underestimate 
them.” 

The regular season commences 
against Brandon in the Main Gym on 
Saturday at 6:30pm, and continues on 
Sunday at 8pm. 
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TEACHING 


PROFESSOR 
or tHE WEEK 


PROFESSOR 


OF THE 


DR. JUDITH 
GNARPE 


MMI 133 


“Since day one, I have been continually impressed by Dr Gnarpe’s 


teaching ability and dedication to learning. The numerous 
resources she provides to her students are above and beyond what 
I have ever received or expected from a professor. On WEBCT, Dr. 
Gnarpe posts games she herself has designed that allow her 
students to interact within and across campuses by engaging other 
players and answering review questions. She also challenges us to 
apply her material in real life situations, demonstrated by her 
provision of extra resources, helpful feedback on assignments, and 
emphasis given in lectures. Testifying her class commitment, Dr 
Gnarpe, in a class of over 200, personally e-mails students to 
confirm receipt of assignments. Overall, Dr Gnarpe is an outstand- 
ing professor who maximizes learning opportunities for her 


students and deserves to be recognized for her efforts.” 


MAKE TEACHING MATTER! 


NOMINATE YOUR OWN PROFESSOR 
FOR PROFESSOR OF THE WEEK 


Excellent teaching is the foundation of an outstanding undergraduate 
education, and the university community needs to begin to value everyday 
achievements in undergraduate teaching. 


The Students’ Union is looking to recognize professors who demonstrate 
sincere enthusiasm for teaching undergraduates, innovative methods of 

engaging students in the learning process and a willingness to go beyond 
what is normally expected of a professor. 


Don’t let great teaching go unrecognized. 


Nominations can be picked up/submitted at any Faculty Association office or 
InfoLink desk, or at the SU Executive Office front desk. Nominations can also 


be emailed to the Associate VP-Academic Tasneem Karbani at avpa@su.ualberta.ca. 


By Paul Owen, with special guest 
Scott Lifwall 


Pandas Basketball 


Last week | mentioned how the Pandas 
went O-3 on their road trip to Bishop's. 
That was a lie. They in fact went 2-1, 
which, when accompanied with their- 
sweep of their own Hoopfest tourna- 
ment this weekend put them at 5-1 on 
the season, not 3-3 as some sports edi- 
tors would have you believe. This week- 
end they face Minot State, Regina and 
Brandon at the Regina Cougars tourna- 
ment, humourously held in Regina, of all 
places. 


Pandas Volleyball 


Like their male counterparts, the Pandas 
volleyballers will start their season off at 
home against the Brandon Bobcats. 
“They're a much improved team from 
last year. They've added some players 
that will enable them to be much more 
competitive,” Pandas head coach Laurie 
Eisler said. 
The Pandas are coming off a 6-5 pre- 
season that has raised many questions. 

"We keep getting better,” Eisler said. 
“There's very little tinkering going on 
now, it's now more into refining.” 

Alberta is in action at 8pm on Friday 
and 6:30pm Saturday in the Main Gym. 


Pandas Rugby 


The dynasty has officially come to an 
end. With a 3-0 loss to Lethbridge in the 
Canada West semi-finals last weekend, 
the Pandas failed to make nationals, 
finishing third. After winning bronze 

and silver in the last years, it’s clear that 
Alberta is no longer the dominant team 
in CIS rugby. 


Pandas Soccer 


The breast-endowed fiitbollers fly off to 
the lower mainland for a pair of games 
against UCFV Cascades and TWU 
Spartans to end the season. Alberta (9- 
2-1) is coming off a pair of wins at Foote 
Field and can clinch second place with a 
solid weekend, or a poor one from UBC 
against Lethbridge and Calgary. The 
Cascades host the Pandas at 6pm on 
Friday, and the Spartans host them at 
5pm Saturday. 


Bears Soccer 


The phallic Alberta soccer team will take 
on the same two teams as their vaginal 
counterparts. The top-ranked team in 
the country, the Bears can clinch first 
place with a single win. Sometimes, it just 
feels good to have good soccer teams. | 
missed that feeling last year. They face 
UCFYV Friday at Ipm in Abbotsford and 
TWU Saturday at Ipm in Langley. 


Swimming 


The two swim teams have a dual meet 
this weekend in UBC, and will also 
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compete in the BC Senior Meet. These 
teams should offer much more com- 
petition that Lethbridge did. UBC is the 
nine-time defending CIS champs. 


Bears Basketball 


The Golden Bears will finish their pre- 
season with three games this weekend: 
two against Great Falls, Montana and a 
third against Montana Tech. Of course, 
they don't get to take the trek to scenic 
Montana, with it’s rich views. Instead, all 
the action goes down at the University of 
Calgary. 


Fantasy Hockey 


Even though it was only because Dallas 
gave Turco his 80th consecutive start 
against Chicago on Friday, Scott Lilwall 
wound up beating me in our Yahoo! 
league. Fluke. Anyways, | allowed him 
space to counter last week's comments. 
| would have won if | was allowed to pick 
up Lindsay McAlpine, who had 10 points 
this weekend for the Pandas. 

Owen's My Orbs have Power were 
dealt a soul-snapping defeat at the hands 
of Lilwall’s Waufflehaus Mediocres. 
Owen hopes to restore the vestiages of 
his shredded manhood this week against 
another, far less impressive, team. 


Shorts 


Photo Editor Krystina Sulatycki is sport- 
ing some white, low-rise underwear. 
They are adorned with black lace and 
ghosts. Hooray for Halloween. 


GET IN-TUNE WITH THE 
HOT JOB SCENE tn EDMONTON 


roy 


}) Looking for a hot job 
Moxie’s has to offer. 
ina fully renovated location, and we’re 
\. filling all full and part-time positions with 
’, people like you. Apply online or check us 
out at our upcoming job fair. 


opening on 


170th Street & 100 Ave 


? Come hear what 
oxie’s is reopening 


JOB FAIR | FRI OCT 27 & SAT OCT 28 * 12PM - 8PM 


LOCATION 


SANDMAN INN 17635 STONY PLAIN RD 
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DOWN BUT NOT OUT The Golden Bears can't take on Regina lying down, or they'll find themselves out of the playoffs. 


If Bears win, they Il be in 


A victory over Regina on Saturday night will put Alberta into the post-season 


JANELLE SLOYCHUK 


Sports Writer 


Tension will be as high as the stakes 
when Alberta Golden Bears football 
team (4-3) faces the Regina Rams 
(3-4) in a struggle to secure the final 
Canada West playoff position. 

The 28-11 the 
Saskatchewan Huskies last weekend 
and Calgary’s shocking upset of UBC 
(4-3) has left Alberta, UBC and Regina 
all vying for the third and fourth playoff 
spots in Canada West. UBC has guaran- 
teed themselvesa post-season berth, but 
if they lose, an Alberta win or overtime 
loss will lock up third position in the 
conference for the Golden Bears. A loss 


Bears’ loss to 


in regulation will most likely mean the 
end of the Bears’ season, a fact not lost 
on offensive coordinator Terry Eisler. 

“This week the pressure starts to 
build and we certainly are going to 
have to be able to deal with the pres- 
sures that are involved with a playoff 
game,” he said. “I think our guys are 
up to it and it’s a challenge for us— 
both coaches and players.” 

The tenth-ranked Bears will have to 
reassess some techniques and improve 
upon others after the hard loss to the 
Huskies. The Bears are last in the con- 
ference in passing yards per game and 
have completed a mere 46 per cent of 
their throws. While the Bears defence 
has been winning them games, it too 
has had its down moments: over a third 
of Simon Fraser’s points on the year 
came in one game against Alberta. 


Rem Murray is a 
floppy-necked former 
Masterson nominee 
who is now playing 
in Finland. 


Ross Prusakowski 
has never had dystonia. 


GATEWAY 
SPORTS 


Keeping our heads on our 
shoulders since 1910. 


“T don’t think we're going to change 
a whole lot, but we've just got to do 
a little better than we did last time,” 
Bears defensive coordinator Darryl 
Draudson said. 

Draudson’s defence will be charged 
with slowing down Regina’s top-rated 
passing attack, and getting in quarter- 
back Teale Orban’s backfield with pass 
rushers such as Danny Bass Jr, who 
leads the conference in sacks with 
eight. Alberta also boasts the second 
best pass defence in the conference. 

“What we have to be able to do 
is try to change our coverage so that 
their quarterback can’t just be able to 
drop back and feel comfortable about 
what he’s seeing,” Draudson said. 
“Our approach to when we're playing 
any team is to try to make the quarter- 
back uncomfortable; make him wor- 
ried about the pressure.” 

Eisler noted that Regina also poses 
a threat defensively. Linebacker Clark 
Gates leads the conference in tackles 
for losses, while fellow linebacker 
Steve Wilson is tops in tackles with 76, 
20 more than Bass in second. 

“[Regina is] taking less risks,” Eisler 
said. “We're going to have to make 
sure we execute better than we have in 
the past and really make sure we put 
a solid game plan together versus the 
defence.” 

The game kicks off at 7pm at Foote 
Field on Saturday night and can be 
heard live on the TEAM 1260 through 
the sweet sounds of Blake Dermott 
and Bob Stauffer. 


LSAT MCAT 
GMAT GRE 


Preparation Seminars 


Complete 30-Hour Seminars 

Proven Test-Taking Strategies 
Personalized Professional Instruction 
Comprehensive Study Materials 
Simulated Practice Exams 

Free Repeat Policy 

Personal Tutoring Available 
Thousands of Satisfied Students 


Oxford Seminars 


780-428-8700 / 1-800-779-1774 
www.oxfordseminars.com 


PLAYOFFS 


Here's how the Canada West playoffs 
breakdown. The first tiebreaker is head- 
to-head record and the second is head-to- 
head point differential. 


UBC (4-3, 1-1 head-to-head, +11) 
Finish third if: They defeat Manitoba or 
Alberta loses in regulation. 

Finish fourth if: They lose to Manitoba and 
Alberta wins, or they lose and Regina wins 
by 24 or more. 


Alberta (4-3, 1-0 head-to-head, 
+71) 

Finish third if: They beat Regina or 
ose in overtime and UBC loses. 
Finish fourth if: They beat Regina and 
UBC wins or UBC loses and they lose 
by less than seven. 

Miss the playoffs if: UBC wins and they 
lose in regualtion or UBC loses and they 
lose by seven or more. 


Regina (3-4, 0-1 head-to-head, 
-12) 

Finish third if: They win by 24 or 
more and UBC loses. 

Finish fourth if: They win in regulation 
by seven or more and UBC loses, or 
they win and UBC wins. 

Miss the playoffs if: They lose, or 
they win in overtime or regulation by 
less than seven, but UBC loses. 


Teach English 
Overseas 


Intensive 60-Hour Program 
Classroom Management Techniques 
Detailed Lesson Planning 
Comprehensive Teaching Materials 
Internationally Recognized Certificate 
Teacher Placement Service 

Money Back Guarantee Included 
Thousands of Satisfied Students 


wo » OXFORD 


SEMINARS 


780-428-8700 / 1-800-779-1779 


www.oxfordseminars.com 
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OWERPLANT 
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CHECK OUT OUR MYSPACE! © WWW.MYSPACE.COM/POWERPLANTBAR 
WITH 


GREG KEELOR Mo 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28TH | $19 IN ADVANCE & ANDRE ETHIER 
WITH 


Kid Koala ti cox 


SUNDAY OcTOBER 29TH | ADVANCE TIX $19 


GOL ae M EUG ROVE 
Tae JUNCTION PAND 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 9TH | $10 IN ADVANCE | ALL AGES/LICENSED 


Ember CWitt Asie sels 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 10TH | $12 IN ADVANCE rf NO MINORS 


FRIDAY ‘NOVEM 
ALL AGES/LICENSED In Flight Safety, 


$10 ATTHEDOOR Mico. and guests 


Sky dj SiS aun NOV 19TH 


$18 IN ADVANCE arity 
with AA VC! 


ih and James Murdoch Band 


The Hidden Cameras 


WEDNESDAY WITH THE BORN RUFFIANS 
DECEMBER 6TH | ADVANCE TIX $14 | ALL AGES/LICENSED 


natha 


LAST DAY 
OF CLASSES! 


WITH 
THE WHEAT POOL anv 
THE PLAIN DEALERS 


SATURDAY, DEC 9TH | $10 AT THE DOOR 


VMLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLULLLLLLLLL LALLA LLL hdd be 


UPCOMING SHOWS @ the 


HOROWITZ 


theatre 


RON SexsmitTH 


THURSDAY, DEC 1TH be JILL BARBER 
ADVANCE TICKETS $27 


THE BE GOOD TANYAS with Ora Cogan 


FRIDAY DECEMBER 8TH 1 apvance Tix $25 


UPCOMING SHOWS @ binwoonie 


lounge 
at Dinwoodie Lounge 


Advance Tickets $17.50 (©) al in 


All ages/licensed with The Yoko Casionos 


REEL BIG FIse: 
Hpeeecan a 
SUBURBAN LEGENDS, AND WESTBOUND TRAIN 


FRIDAY NOVEMBER 10TH | $20 IN ADVANCE 
THIS SHOW IS ALL AGES AND LICENSED 


SATURDAY 
October 28th 


DOORS AT 8PM AND SHOWS ARE NO MINORS UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED 


www.su-venues.ca 


www.myspace.com/suvenues 
www.myspace.com/powerplantbar 


For more info, call 492-2048 or visit www.su-venues.ca 
The Powerplant is a service of Your Students’ Union for UofA students, 
staff, alumni, and their guests 
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The JET Programme 


The Government of Japan is recruiting university 
graduates for a unique one-year experience. 
Participants on the prestigious Japan Exchange and 
Teaching (JET) Programme teach English at K-12 
schools or serve in local government organizations. 
Live, learn, and teach in Japan! 


Application Deadline November 17, 2006 


Contact The Consulate General of Japan: 
403-294-0782 or infocul@conjapan.ab.ca 


Download the application at www.ca.emb-japan.go.jp 


2006 University of Alberta Info Sessions 


Friday, October 27" 
11:00 — 12:30 & 12:30 — 14:00 
Law Center, 231A 


all 


N URBAN'S bles 


Learn To Make Cities Work! 


Simon Fraser University offers 
Canada’s most dynamic Master's 
degree in Urban Studies. 


Y Build your understanding of urban sustainability 

V Apply your insights in the heart of western 
Canada’s largest metropolis 

V Gain research experience while exploring 
important urban issues 


V Practice your skills in building a better city 
OUR PROGRAM 


This program enables you to learn about planning, 
local politics, and urban development, earning a 
degree in under two years. It also allows you to work 
up to full-time while pursuing your studies. Courses 
are held on weekday evenings at SFU’s campus in 
downtown Vancouver. 

Application deadline: January 12, 2007. 

Visit our website for further information. 


www.stfu.ca/urban 


Career and Placement Services (CaPS) 
2-100 SUB www.ualberta.ca/caps 492-4291 


Make the right choice! 


Deciding what you want to do for the rest of your life can be 
difficult and scary. CaPS has a workshop that will help you 
choose your career path by evaluating your interests and 
skills. 


Career Decision Making 
Monday, November 6 
3-5p.m., 4-02 SUB 


*Pre-register at CaPS, 2-100 SUB. 
*$25/advance (student price) 


Before the workshop, make sure you attend CaPS FREE 
Brown Bag Lunch Seminar: 


Can I take a test to tell me what to do with 
the rest of my life? 

Thursday, November 2 - 12:35 to 1:20 p.m., 2-100 SUB 
*Pre-registration not required 


*For more information please visit www.ualberta.ca/caps. 


Start the career planning process today! 


cap® 


Career and Placement Services 
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The worst dressed in the NHL 


These uniforms will make you want to claw out your eyes—Oedipus-style 


GATEWAY 
STAFF 


Sports 
E Commentary 


The prevalence of purple and teal in 
today’s NHL is ridiculous. We blame 
the San Jose Sharks. Back in 1991, the 
Sharks offset teal with black for one 
of the coolest jerseys of all time and 
made millions despite putting a glori- 
fied AHL team on the ice. Then, the 
Anaheim Mighty Ducks took the teal, 
added some purple and made even 
more millions, not because the jersey 
was cool, but because of cross-market- 


_ ing with their movie franchise. Hell, 
_ we all wanted to be Charlie Conway. 


Today, ugly jerseys run rampant in the 


¥ NHL, and with honourable mention 


to every European billboard jersey 
that comes out every spring with the 


“4 ‘ Spangler Cup, and the horrific striped 


jerseys that Chicago and Detroit broke 
out in the early ‘90s that featured 
prominently on our Pro Set hockey 
cards, here are the Gateway’s picks for 
worst NHL uniforms. 


Ross Prusakowski 


When I was of a young age, before 
I found culture and developed my 
worldliness, there was a time when I 
used to look upon the various concoc- 
tions brought to my plate by Captain 
Highliner as cuisine. Yet—even when 
I was young and dumb and could 
manage to stomach his frozen death 
sticks—I couldn’t stomach the New 
York Islanders “Captain Highliner” 
jersey—a jersey that without a doubt 
is the worst jersey in all of hockey and 
sports history. 

Sure, the Islanders play on an island, 
but they are hardly surrounded by fish- 
ermen—Nassau county, where the Isles 
make there home, is the sixth richest 
county per capita in the United States. 


‘ It’s hard to be fearsome to opponents 


and a rallying image for fans when your 
logo is better known on fish stick boxes. 
Additionally, Cap’n Islander is clutching 
a hockey stick in a manner that makes 
him seem better suited for an “I Know 
What You Did Last Summer” prequel 
than a hockey game. 

Compound the misguided logo with 
wavy lines at the bottom of the jersey 
and a horrid colour scheme that was a 
revolting departure from their classic, 
cup-winning orange, white and blue, 
and you're likely to get seasick. 


Trevor Phillips 


In the mid-’90s, the NHL was coming 
out of a strike that cost them half a 
season and the play was being domi- 
nated by slow, boring, defensive- 
minded hockey. The league decided to 
go with alternate jerseys as a way to 
boost revenue and make games more 
attractive. Of course, this resulted 
in the most repulsive sweaters ever 
produced. Though there were some 
dastardly jerseys, (like the shiver- 
inducing New York Islander Highliner 
jersey), the winner has to be the Los 
Angeles Kings’ Purple King Head of 
1995. 

The head, which looks more like a 
modern-day King of Oompa-Loompas 


than Poseidon, is blown-up, grape 
Bubbalicious style, and stuck to the 
upper left corner of the shirt. Then, 
a gray sash, or something that looks 
like a gray sash, is draped over the 
shoulder to give it a regal quality. All 
it really did was make it look royally 


ridiculous. Then the already atrocious 
old Kings logo was put on the shoul- 
der. Essentially, the jersey was fucking 
disgraceful. Devoid of any tradition, 
class or even attraction, it was aban- 
doned for the purple pieces of crap 
that the Kings wear now. 


Nick Frost 


Throughout the 90s, the NHL was 
notorious for having teams with some 
piss-poor uniforms. However, after 
looking at the Mighty Ducks third 
jersey from 1995/96, I can say, with- 
out hesitation, that it is undoubtedly 
the motherfugliest of them all. Aside 
from obvious faults—white shoulder 
bars, a lame attempt at a sharp font, 
and the fact that similar styles can 
be found in the bargain bin at your 
local Zellers—this jersey rubs me the 
wrong way for two main reasons. 

First, a jersey should not have 
a National Geographic documen- 
tary happening anywhere on it. On 
Anaheim’s monstrosity, there is a sheet 
of ice circling around the bottom and, 
on the front—for all you nature lovers 
out there—we catch a glimpse of their 
mascot, Wild Wing, in a duck’s typical 
winter ritual (apparently): busting out 
of water, from below ice, at sub-zero 
temperatures that probably should’ve 
killed it, wearing Arturs Irbe’s goalie 
equipment. 

Secondly—and, if this isn’t a rule of 
thumb already, it desperately needs to 
be—I don’t know if anyone’s noticed, 
but there’s a jersey within this jersey. 
Wild Wing just happens to be wear- 
ing Anaheim’s 1995/96 home uniform 
on this jersey. I can’t even begin to for- 
mulate words for how stupid that idea 
was. Simply put, you don’t put a picture 
of one of your jerseys on one of your 
other jerseys. It’s like putting a decal 
of a brand-new Porsche on the hood 
of a brand-new Porsche; who in their 
fucking mind would do such a stupid 
thing? Disney. Fuck Emilio Estevez. 


Andrew Renfree 


The ugliest jersey in any real sport 
has got to be the Vancouver Canucks 
from 1978-1987. During this decade 
of ugliness, the home jersey was 80 
percent bright yellow, including the 
helmets. Here’s a good rule of thumb 
with uniforms: yellow should be used 
sparingly, if at all. Unless you're win- 
ning the Tour de France, yellow just 
doesn't look good. 


COMPILED BY KRYSTINA SULATYCKI 


As if the bumblebee 
wasn't enough, Vancouver’s attire was 
even uglier because of the v-shaped 
stripes—one black, one red and 
another black—around the neck of 
the jersey. The away attire that fans in 
other arenas were subjected to was a 
bit better, being mostly black but with 
the same v motif around the neck. 
Canucks’ fans of this era argue that the 
Vs stood for Vancouver. I figure it stood 
for vile, because that basically sums up 
how aesthetically pleasing this garb 
was. This jersey seemed even uglier 
because, prior to that, the Canucks 
wore one of the greatest jersey’s of all 
time: nobody can beat the blue jersey 
with the rectangular stick logo for the 
crest. So simple, yet so majestic. 


imitation 


Adam Gaumont 


While many of the eyesores brought 
up already are all deserving nominees, 
I feel that the cumulative magnitude 
of suck put forth by the Vancouver 
Canucks’ organization over the years 
merits the dubious distinction of a 
Lifetime Achievement Award for Jersey 
Assiness. 

It all started in the 1970/71 season, 
whenthe Canucks’ inaugural blue-and- 
white jerseys were revealed. Featuring 
a dark blue crest and the shoddy like- 
ness of a straight-bladed hockey stick, 
this was perhaps the most uninspired 
design in the Canucks’ sorry history of 
hideous on-ice garb. 

Vancouver then took a wild depar- 
ture, opting for a stomach-churning 
harvest-gold colour, presumably to 
match the fridges and stoves of the 
same hue that were all the rage at the 
time. Literally a V-necked cut, these 
sweaters were seemingly designed by 
someone who threw up on themselves 
while wearing a triangular bib. 

Slightly less eye-gouging was the 
Pavel Bure-era version, which per- 
sisted against all odds well into the rel- 
ative modernity of 1997. At this point 
the black, red and mustard colours 
(also known as “burnt hotdog”), 
along with its blindingly illegible 
streaked crest, were ousted in favour 
of the Can-sucks’ current incarna- 
tion, featuring the unimposing white, 
blue, and maroon colour pattern and 
inexplicably angry blue whale. These 
G-rated getups wouldn’t scare off a 
team of nine-year-old ringette players, 
let alone hulking 66” defencemen. 
No wonder thugs like Bertuzzi and 
Jovanovski wanted out. 


SOCIAL 
INTERCOURSE 


Axiomatik 

With Whitewall and Jeremiah 
Thursday, 26 October at 9pm 
Sidetrack Café 

$5 at Door 


An axiom is a self-evident truth that allows other 
knowledge to be built upon it. Axiomatik them- 
selves “invite you to experience the inarguable truth 
that is Axiomatik” by coming to their concert at the 
Sidetrack. While intelligent and philosophical, the 
truth in Axiomatik’s emotional rocking and philo- 
sophical band name is ultimately less witty than the 
truth evident in one of the member's former band 
names, PornCzar. 


Ride Theory 

With Guests 

Friday, 27 October at 8pm 
Starlite Room, 18+ 

$8 at Door 


The Ride theory is a postulate that coordinates itself 
around the theoretical, human-derived concept of 
“shotgun.” Proposed by Dr Alexander Ride in 1828, 
he theory states that “the calling of ‘shotgun’ shall, 
or the remainder of human civilization, reserve one 
a place in the front passenger seat of any vehicle of 
human construction, relegating other slower patrons 
o the less comfortable hind quarters for the duration 
of the trip.” This breakthrough inspired the design of 
Henry Ford’s Model T and the rest is history. The 
Ride Theory pays homage to Dr Ride’s legacy with 
heir soulful blues and surf rock. 


s 


Kid Koala 

With Bebop Cortez 

Sunday, 29 October at 8pm 

Powerplant, 18+ 

$19, tickets available at Blackbyrd Myoozik, Listen 
Records, Megatunes, Foosh, Soular (WEM), 


For years now, poachers have caught young koalas 
and turned them into stuffed animals, to be sold 
at zoo gift shops everywhere to naive children. It’s 
unfortunate, and has been particularly rough on 
the hip-hop and house music scenes, as kid koalas 
have long been known as master DJs, breaking out 
an innovative use of samples and aggressive mixing 
abilities when placed behind a set of turntables. 


Halloween Explosion! 

Featuring The Fat Dave Crime Wave, Down the 
Hatch and Wafer Thin Mints 

Tuesday, 31 October at 99m 

Sidetrack Café 

$8 with costume, $10 without 


t's that time of the year again—that festive day when 
pumpkins are carved, decorations are hung, cos- 
umes are purchased and candy is distributed, all for 
he purpose of bringing one night of sheer terror to 
perpetually concerned parents. Yes, it’s Halloween, 
he night where kids worry about getting apples 
and parents worry about the razor blades hidden 
inside those apples. So instead of worrying about 
Gillette-infested fruit, parents, you should send your 
costumed children to the Sidetrack Café, where they 
will receive a discount prior to being frightened by 
the rock prowess of Fat Dave and his Crime Wave. 


Canadian Literature Centre 
Grand Opening Event 
Wednesday, 1 November at 4pm 
Timms Centre for the Arts 


The Canadian Literature Centre is celebrating their 
grand opening celebration next week, and all those 
interested in anything art-related should check it out. 
The event will feature readings by U of A Writer-in- 
Residence Camilla Gibb, along with Claudine Potvin, 
Fred Wah and Rudy Wiebe, as well as a reception 
and a walk-through of the centre itself. 


JONN KMECH 


Not allowed to discuss colognes 
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Sweet home Alberta 


This Civil Twilight, The Cape May, and Field and Stream join up to release their CDs into the wild 


Triple CD Release 

This Civil Twilight, The Cape May, and Field and 
Stream 

Thursday, 26 October at 8pm 

Starlite Room 


JONN KMECH 
Arts & Entertainment Staff 


When it comes to bitter rivalries, the long- 
standing feud between Edmonton and Calgary 
is Canada’s modern day version of Greece and 
Sparta. Whether it’s between universities, sports 
teams or citizens, there’s a constant vendetta 
between both of Alberta’s flagship metropolitan 
communities to come out on top in whatever 
way possible. 

However, there’s one exception to the ongo- 
ing contention: the music scenes in both cities 
support each other, and there’s no better exam- 
ple of this than in the triple CD release party 
being thrown by Edmonton bands This Civil 
Twilight and Field and Stream, along with The 
Cape May, whose home is just south down the 
Queen Elizabeth. 

Steve Derpack drummer for This Civil 
Twilight, notes that the bands have known of 
each other for a while. Having met The Cape 
May’s vocalist Clinton St John years ago while 
playing in St John’s old band The Trickle Act, 
the two musicians have wanted to release a 
CD together for some time, but life has always 
seemed to get in the way. 

“Clinton moved to Halifax, and started The 
Cape May when he came back to Calgary,” 
Derpack explains. “I found out through Clinton’s 
girlfriend that they were recording an album, 
and we were finally getting our record done, so 
I said, “Why don’t we do an EP release together?’ 
Then Clinton got sick and they had to do a later 
recording, so we released our EP at the Sidetrack 
and they went and did what they were doing. 

“When we found out that [our next albums] 
were sneaking up together this time, we said, 
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‘Hey, why not release this together; we're 
like-minded bands, one Edmonton band, one 
Calgary band.’ We just felt there was a kinship 
with that band even though we don't know 
them personally. We had the tie-in from before 
and everybody thought it was a good idea.” 

This Civil Twilight is releasing their first full- 
length record, Wolf Pack Days, while The Cape 
May are releasing Glass Mountain Roads. In 
addition, Field and Stream are releasing a lim- 
ited edition three-song EP. But as far as song- 
writing goes on his record, Derpack says that a 
lot of the influence for their music came from 
the mind of their lead singer and songwriter, 
Mark Simpson, who is an associate professor of 
English at the University of Alberta. 


“I think we're spoiled in 
Edmonton. The scene here 
is fucking unbelievable. We 
have a plethora of solid talent 
from Edmonton that has 
constituted a really good 
scene—no less than 20 bands I 
now of, and that’s just offthe 
top of my head.” 


STEVE DERPACK 


“[Simpson’s] word choices can be a little 
more out there or cryptic, and I think that 
comes naturally from being an English profes- 
sor,” Derpack says. “He said the Wolf Pack Days 
imagery, for him, was a reminder of how he felt 
about the state of Canadian and American poli- 
tics. We're not an overtly political band, but we 
definitely have a clear idea of what our social 
and political views are.” 

Since there are no university professors in 


The Cape May, the band’s influences stem 
more from its Albertan heritage, explains Jeff 
Macleod, multi-instrumentalist for The Cape 
May. 

“There’s definitely a Prairie element,” 
Macleod says. “Clint [St John] writes all the 
lyrics and he grew up ina town called Delburne, 
Alberta. There’s probably feelings of starkness or 
isolation with that and he carries it with him.” 

While MacLeod stresses that there’s plenty of 
talent in Calgary, he also comments on what 
he sees as a lack of culture in Calgary, and that 
these thoughts also seep into their writing. 

“T don’t know what it is; it’s just kind of vacu- 
ous. There’s the cookie-cutter housing, then 
they’re knocking down all the heritage build- 
ings and making these glass and aluminum 
atrocities, so it kind of feels like there’s not that 
much culture in Calgary. I think there’s a cer- 
tain ‘fuck off’ attitude in our music, as far as 
dealing with this culturally vapid or culturally 
void environment.” 

But getting back to the rivalry, both Macleod 
and Derpack agree that Edmonton wins hands 
down. Aside from being a musician, Derpack is 
the U of A Students’ Union concert organizer 
and promoter, and so he has a unique angle to 
take on the subject. 

“T think we're spoiled in Edmonton,” 
Derpack says. “The scene here is fucking unbe- 
lievable. We have a plethora of solid talent from 
Edmonton that has constituted a really good 
scene—no less than 20 bands I know of, and 
that’s just off the top of my head. We network 
here in the right way and for the right reasons, 
instead of trying to climb up a ladder. There’s 
no self-interest other than to proudly promote 
your home-grown talent.” 

“Going up to Edmonton, people are much 
more enthusiastic and more willing to get 
excited,” Macleod agrees. “People in Calgary, 
they’re kind of reserved. It just seems like in 
other cities, they want to get their ass kicked 
more, know what I mean?” 
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The grown-up kind of trick-or-treating 


InterFEAR Arts Festival is kicking off another year of Halloween-based fun for kids—and for adults who think they're still kids 


InterFEAR Arts Festival 
26-29 October 

TransAlta Arts Barns 
www.interfear.ca/program 


MIKE SMITH 
Arts & Entertainment Writer 


Halloween has been a favourite eve- 
ning for kids for generations, but it 
has always been somewhat of a mixed 
bag for adults—options have usually 
involved either handing out candy or 
finding a party where dressing up is 
merely an excuse to get trashed. 

Enter InterFEAR Arts Festival, a rela- 
tively new event at the TransAlta Arts 
Barns in old Strathcona. A combination 
visual arts, music and theatre, the festi- 
val offers a wide variety of Halloween- 
based entertainment for people to 
enjoy. Although it features children’s 
programs during the day, adults are 
going to be the main focus. 

“Adults need an outlet for their inner 
child during Halloween,” says pro- 
ducer Brenda Knight. “They might do 
events with their children during the 
day, but at night, they want to do some- 
thing that’s more adult orientated.” 
The headlining play for this year, 
and perhaps the most adult oriented, is 
the psychological thriller Get Away by 
Canadian playwright Greg MacArthur. 
Get Away is a good example of where 
the festival wants to take patrons, as 
it’s designed to creep out audiences as 
much as a good horror movie might, 
while at the same time forcing them to 
think a bit. 

There’s something to be said for the 
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live experience that offers more than 
sitting in your basement watching a 
scary movie. After all, one could argue 
that these types of plays are exten- 
sions of the scary stories that were told 
around the fire as children, where our 
rampant imaginations did the scaring 
for us. Heather Inglis, director for Get 
Away, had this in mind when develop- 


ing the play. 


“Adults need an outlet 
for their inner child 
during Halloween. 
They might do events 
with their children 
during the day, but at 
night, they want to do 
something that’s more 
adult orientated.” 

BRENDA KNIGHT 


“We're really trying to leave a lot up 
to the audience’s imagination. One of 
the things Greg MacArthur has done 
masterfully is lead [the audience] in 
directions they don’t expect.” 

Knight, who helped select this year’s 
plays, also feels that it’s an applicable 
Halloween show. 

“Tt (deals) with fear on so many 
levels,” she says. “Tt can seem so real.” 

For those still looking for a party 
to go to on the weekend, another big 
event for the festival is the all-ages 


Attend the career forum for 
students interested in getting a 
BSc in Food, Agriculture or 
Forestry Business Management! 


Wednesday, November 8 
5-7 p.m. 
NREF 1-003 (Hole Lecture Theater) 


Learn about career opportunities in the field, gain ideas 
for what you can do with your degree and network with 
industry professionals. In addition, you will learn about 
the faculty, scholarships and travel opportunities. 


Speakers include representatives from NewlywedsFoods, 
Alberta Agriculture Food & Rural Development and 
Agriculture & Food Council of Alberta. 
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JESSE WHITEHEAD 


CREATURES OF THE NIGHT Spiders and everything else that's gross and scary will make an appearance on Halloween. 


licenced Hip Hop Hallow E party on 
Saturday, 28 October, featuring local 
hip-hopper Eshod Ibn Wyza. 

“These guys have a really good social 
message that they're sending out, and I 
thought that was something the festival 
should support,” Knight says. 

Patrons are encouraged, but not 


Career and Placement Services (CaPS) 


2-100 SUB) www.ualberta.ca/caps 492-4291 


Admission is FREE but please pre-register by emailing 
bsteiner@ualberta.ca. Pizza and pop will be served as 
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required, to wear costumes to the 
party, and festival organizers want 
everyone to maintain their comfort 
levels, although those venturing into 
the Arts Barn on the weekend should 
expect to see other patrons in their cos- 
tumed finery. 

In addition to the great music and 


EDMONTON JOURNAL 


theatre, there are also several other 
events throughout the festival, includ- 
ing visual arts displays that will be 
taking over the Arts Barn for its dura- 
tion. The festival will also be collecting 
donations for the Campus Food Bank, 
so make sure to give some non-perish- 
ables when you stop by to say “boo.” 
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Lovin the solo life—for now 


Andre Ethier 

With Greg Keelor and the Sadies 
Saturday, 28 October at 8pm 
The Powerplant 


PAUL BLINOV 
Arts & Entertainment Staff 


You may not have heard of Andre 
Ethier, but the Toronto-based singer/ 
songwriter has been a powerful ace- 
in-the-sleeve in the Canadian music 
scene for more than a decade. Having 
tasted modest but lasting success as the 
front man of Polaris Prize-nominated 
The Deadly Snakes, Ethier is now qui- 
etly building up critical praise of his 
own with the release of his second 
solo album, Secondathallum. 

Right now, the stakes are much 
higher for Ethier than with his prior 
solo endeavor—2004’s exhaustingly 
titled Andre Ethier with Christopher 
Sandes Featuring Pickles and Price— 
mainly because he doesn’t have The 
Deadly Snakes to fall back on any- 
more. This year marks the end of the 
band after ten years of spitting out 
messy garage rock, a far bigger lifes- 
pan than the average band, but sur- 
prisingly, it’s a passing that Ethier will 
not mark with sadness. Not even a 
Polaris Music Prize nomination could 
keep the weary band together. 

“We're not swayed by prizes,” 
Ethier laughs. “Everyone was just 
trying to grow in different directions. 
Just the idea of trying to pull together 
a band that had been formed when 
we were 18 and 19 years old seemed 
a little unrealistic at this point. It’s 
fine with me, though; it’s not like I 
don’t see those guys anymore. I see 
them all the time ... it just won’t be 
us doing any shows. It’s not strange, 
it’s good.” 

This lack of sadness and regret is sur- 
prising, especially given the length of 
The Deadly Snake’s career, but Ethier 
appears to be in a different songwrit- 
ing mindset now. 

“T think it’s really important, and 
exciting and fun to write with other 


Gladiators, 


ROBB 
MYROON 


It’s happened to all of us at one time 
or another: youve flipping randomly 
through the numerous TV channels 
late at night and you stumble along 
a gem; one of the greatest shows of 
all time. The satisfaction and delight 
are indescribable, but all the way 
through, youre haunted by the fact 
that this feeling will drift away when 
the hour is up. That’s right, I’m talk- 
ing about American Gladiators—and 
why this show doesn’t exist anymore 
is beyond me. 

Let’s put this in perspective for 
a moment. Take, for example, the 
immense popularity of The Price is 
Right. Don’t you think more people 
would watch it iff when the contestant 
came running down the aisle, Bob 
Barker jumped out of the third row 
and absolutely levelled them with a 
hit that would impress Chuck Norris? 
Clearly the answer yes, which dem- 
onstrates why American Gladiators 
should be brought back on the air. 

The show lasted for seven seasons, 
mainly through the early 1990s, 


people and have that camaraderie,” 
Ethier continues. “But [a Solo career 
is] a whole other world where you 
become in touch more and more with 
what you're able to do yourself?” 

Not having the pressure of a band 
on your back is especially handy for 
Ethier. He can write about what’s most 
important to him, which in this case 
happens to be his recent marriage. 

“It’s nice to not be at the whims of 
a band that wants to tour,” Ethier says. 
“Tm going out right now, but I chose 
that myself, it wasn’t like everyone 
decided that they want to tour and 
I'm forced to go along. I’d rather have 


[this], where I can pick and choose 
when I feel like doing anything or not 
doing anything” 

Reinforced by having a Mrs Andre 
Ethier waiting back home, Andre 
seems quite content to remain a solo 
act for as long as he keeps creating 
music—not that it would be diffi- 
cult to quickly put together a band, 
though, iffhe felt the need to. 

“T think I'd like to do more and 
more things without bands,” Ethier 
states. “[Solo]’s kind of where I’m at 
right now. Whenever I need musi- 
cians, I can always throw a pickup 
band together, and yeah, it’s good.” 


I'm still a slave for you 


crowned seven male and female 
champions, and was even taped in 
various 
seemed like the perfect show, a reality 
that many of us dream about when we 
see that cocky jock walking around 
with a stick so far up his ass we can 
see his prostate hanging out. I have to 
admit I got a strong feeling of content- 
ment when I saw some arrogant cretin 
bulldozed by Nitro as he went for the 
middle cylinder in Powerball. 


international countries. It 


Massive collisions, 
ripped competitors 
and crazy games; it’s all 
over the TV these days, 
except not all at once. 
American Gladiators 
had it all, and then 
some. 


Huge collisions aside, there are 
many more reasons to love the gladi- 
ators. They were more than just a 
source of entertainment; they were 
role models for both sexes. Lower- 
intelligence guys could see how 
ripped they could actually get if they 
started taking steroids, while the 
smarter ones suddenly understood 


why school was so important in 
obtaining a stable career. The girls, 
on the other hand, felt beautiful no 
matter how ugly or fat they normally 
thought they were, just as soon as 
they saw the sickening ripples of 
muscles on Zap and Jazz. 

But let’s get to the point: perhaps 
American Gladiators was more than 
a brute-force battle between severely 
mismatched contenders. In fact, it 
was much more than that, and you 
know it. Even though every event was 
important to the score, it always came 
down to the Eliminator, the final 
event, where the first person across 
the line won, bar none. Yes, it was a 
true metaphor for life, where each of 
our daily tasks counts, but in the end, 
what truly matters is the end result. Or 
maybe we all just love watching Turbo 
beat the crap out of some random guy 
with a giant Q-tip. 

Massive collisions, ripped competi- 
tors and crazy games; it’s all over the 
TV these days, except not all at once. 
American Gladiators had it all, and 
then some. They served quiet justice 
to all the conceited losers out there 
and were our role models for a variety 
of reasons. I say bring them back, sign 
up some contestants and let me get 
back to loving a show that should have 
never gone off the air. I'll still watch 
The Price is Right, though, just in case 
a third-row ambush is waiting. 
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Summer J ob at the Parliament of Canada 


Become a Parliamentary 


Find Your Place “ ' 
in the Halls of History I 


Apply online at 
www.parl.gc.ca/guides 


or call 1-866-599-4999 
for more information 


Closing Date: 
November 13, 2006 
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See the world your way 


One World. One Travel Show. 


THE 


ADVENTURE 
TRAVEL 
COMPANY 


Travel exhibitors from around the world. FREE admission & great door 
prizes! Exciting travel presentations! Work, Volunteer & Languages 
Abroad specialists. 


Saturday, November 4* 10 amto7 pm 
Lister Conference Centre, 87 Avenue & 116 St. FREE Admission 


For more details go to www.travelcuts.com/oneworld 
1-888-FLY-CUTS (359-2887) 


SUBtite< 


Main Floor SUB 
ph: 492 - 9744 


used textbooks and much more... 
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e Framing ° Custom Screen Printing and Embroidery 


BUY, SELL or 
CONSIGN TEXTS 


{other services include} e UorA CRESTED 
CLOTHING anpb 
MERCHANDISE 


e FRAMING 


e CUSTOM SCREEN 
PRINTING anpb 
EMBROIDERY 


POST CANADA 


From anywhere... to anyone 


for further information, visit www.su.ualberta.ca 


THE GATEWAY 


volume XCVII number 14 « the official student newspaper at the university of alberta « www.gateway.ualberta.ca « thursday, 26 october, 2006 


U of As 2020 vision 


UofAranked 133 in recent survey, but President 
Samarasekera confident top 20 is within its reach 


THOMAS WAGNER 


The University of Alberta, in the 
annual survey 
released 6 October, ranked 
133 among institutions worldwide. 
However, this ranking hasn’t discour- 
aged the University from trying to 
reach its goal of becoming one of the 
top 20 universities on the planet by 
the year 2020. 

Although a high goal, President 
Indira Samarasekera is 
the U of A can upstage its Canadian 
rivals in the rankings, among them 
the University of British Columbia, 
the University of Toronto and McGill 
University, by reaching that elusive 
20, just one ahead of McGill’s current 
ranking of 21. 

“The U of A is not top of mind for 
many professors around the world,” 
Samarasekera said. “Tt 
become better known as an institution 


Times of London 
was 


confident 


needs to 


[in order to rise in the rankings].” 

She explained this focus on market- 
ing, or “developing a brand” for the 
U of A, is in large part due to the cri- 
teria of the rankings, 60 per cent of 
which is devoted to research. 

However, the plan isn’t getting full 
approval from everyone. Amanda 
Henry, Students’ Union  Vice- 
President (Academic), noted her con- 
cern over this marketing intensive 
initiative. 

“Ideas like getting on the top of 
lists and things is probably a pretty 
good external marketing endeav- 
our,’ she said. But she stressed that 
the University needs to balance its 
recruitment of staff through the 
use of “an awesome brand” with a 
continued focus on necessary non- 
research experiences that U of A 
undergraduate students need. 

But both Samarasekera and Henry 


explained that increased exposure is 
not without its benefits, as the other 
side of the University’s continued ini- 
tiative is to boost the number of fac- 
ulty on the ground with the intent to 
bump the current student to faculty 
ratio, sitting at 23:1, to the 14:1 of 
previous years. 

“The University needs to work 
hard at increasing the quality of what 
we do ... [by] recruiting the best fac- 
ulty, students and grad students,” said 
Samarasekera, a tactic she hopes will 
boost exposure. 


“The U of A is not top 
of mind for many 
professors around the 
world.” 


INDIRA SAMARASEKA, 
U OF A PRESIDENT 


However, Henry said that part of the 
trouble in trying to reach the goal of 
being in the top 20 by the set date may 
come in the form of competition from 
universities with deeper pockets than 
a public institution such as our own 
U of A could hope for. She pointed to 
the current top university, Harvard, as 
a prime example. 

“Tf the U of A wants to be an institu- 
tion on par with Harvard, that’s prob- 
ably a laudable goal, but, I’m not sure 
how to do it without a multi-billion 
dollar endowment,” said Henry. 

She expressed concern that if this 
rise meant an increase in student 
costs, the increase might not be worth 
the higher level of exposure afforded 
to highly ranked institutions. 

Anyone interested in a full list of 
ranked universities or the methodol- 
ogy used in the ranking process can 
find it at www.topuniversities.com. 


AMANDA ASH 


YOU DON'T HAVE TO PUT ON THE RED LIGHT Montréal's The Stills played for a Molson event Sunday at the ‘Plant. 


Long-forgotten LSD treatment might 
aid alcoholics start a trip to recovery 


SEAN MCCLURE 


When most people hear the term LSD, 
ideas of little pieces of blotter paper 
soaked in mind-expanding liquid that 
offer users a new world of altered per- 
ception and oneness come to mind— 
not to mention jail time and parole. 

The illicit reputation of the drug may, 
however, hinder its potential as a pow- 
erful treatment to a serious addiction. 

Dr Erika Dyck, professor of the his- 
tory of medicine at the University of 
Alberta, has been taking an historical 
look at the use of LSD as a treatment for 
alcoholism. 


“What the research was showing 
was that [alcoholism] was something 
psychological in nature,” Dyck said. 

Dyck explained that during the 1950s, 
researchers in Saskatchewan were treat- 
ing alcoholism with the drug known 
scientifically as d-lysergic acid diethyl- 
amide. The researchers originally made 
the connection between the effects of 
LSD and alcoholism withdrawal by 
examining what are known as delirium 
tremens. Delirium tremens are acute 
psychotic states caused by withdrawal 
from heavy drinking resulting in con- 
fusion, tremors and_hallucinations— 
something quite similar to the effects of 
taking LSD. 


Since these tremens seem to mark 
a turning point in the disease, the 
researchers were interested in seeing 
if LSD could offer a therapeutic start to 
a recovering alcoholic. 

The researcher’s results showed sig- 
nificant rates of recovery and helped 
strengthen the idea that alcoholism 
should be characterized as a disease. 

Although the approach gained 
support from the provincial govern- 
ment, local chapters of Alcoholics 
Anonymous and the Bureau of alco- 
holism, negative media attention of 
LSD as a harmful recreational drug 
curtailed further clinical trials. 
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Bay building expansion hopes to relieve U of A growing pains 


KRYSTINA SULATYCKI 


TRADING UP The downtown Bay building is getting a U of A-funded makeover. 
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Getting some Insite 


Right from Vancouver's Downtown 
Eastside, Eric Szeto delves into drug 
culture and programs for addicts 


“DMON ROTEA 


After two years of planning and devel- 
opment, the former downtown Bay 
Building will soon be the new home of 
the recently named Enterprise Square. 

“We think that this is going to be the 
most sought after penthouse address in 
the city,” said Pamela Freeman, Vice 
President of Company Development 
of Technology, Entrepreneur, and 
Company Development (TEC) 
Edmonton—a joint venture between 
the City and the University of Alberta 
that aims to foster commercial research 
and development. 

Representatives of TEC Edmonton 


delivered a presentation on 11 October 
to existing tenants of the Research 
Transition Facility (RTF), currently 
near the Health Sciences LRT station, 
which is to be relocated on the third 
and fourth floors of Enterprise Square. 
The 61-year-old RTF building is to be 
demolished sometime in 2007/08 to 
make way for the Edmonton Clinic—a 
new $577 million health sciences 
facility. 

Currently, the RTF maintains a 95 
per cent occupancy rate, with over 35 
tenants. But academic space is becom- 
ing a premium on the U of A campus. 

“We have a severe shortage of space 
on this campus right now,” said Leo 
Leujeune, Planning Officer for the Office 


of the University Architect. “Faculties 
are bursting at the seams and need- 
ing more space. One of the key drivers 
in the purchasing of the Bay Building 
was to not only allow TEC Edmonton 
to develop space for their tenants—but 
to also move some University groups 
into the Bay, thereby freeing up space 
on campus for academic work.” 
Enterprise Square, when completed, 
will be approximately 350 000 square 
feet in office, laboratory or commercial 
space—freeing up over 175 000 square 
feet on the main campus. The building 
already has existing tenants, including 
CityTV studios and The Bounce 91.7—FM 


radio station. 
, PAGE: 


Unwearably bad 


Our picks for the NHL's worst jerseys 
prove that grown men will wear 
anything for a million dollar contract. 
SPORTS, PAGE 16 
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Sloan hones in on new 30-track album 


SLOAN NEVER HEAR THE END OF IT 


Sloan 

Never Hear The End Of It 
Sony BMG 
www.sloanmusic.com 


RYAN HEISE 
Arts & Entertainment Staff 


In a world where a rock album typi- 
cally means two or three decent tracks 
from total of twelve, it’s refreshing to 
listen to an album that’s doing things a 
little different, but in a big way. 

Coming off of 2005’s A Sides Win 
greatest hits collection, Sloan chose to 
put together 30 tracks, ranging from 
under a minute to five-and-a-half, for 
their new album, Never Hear the End 
of It. 

Showcasing the versatility of band, 
the album ranges from dancehall- 
worthy pop songs to piano-laced 
laments to fast-paced punk numbers 
that beckon back to the band’s roots. 
But through all these different tracks, 
one thing stays constant to the lis- 
tener—the record definitely screams 
Sloan. 

The band took a chance with their 
new album, but with not a single bad 
track in sight, Never Hear the End of 
Jt pays off as a fantastic and sonically 
diverse return for Sloan. 


Sloan 

With The Yoko Casionos 
Saturday, 28 October at 8pm 
Dinwoodie Lounge 


RYAN HEISE 
Arts & Entertainment Staff 


After eleven albums, countless cross- 
Canada tours and a career that spans 
nearly 16 years, you might think 
that Halifax’s Sloan is starting to get 
weary of making music. But speaking 
frankly about the band’s new album 
and lengthy tenure together, guitar- 
ist Jay Ferguson admits that keeping 
things new and interesting is the key 
to staying together. 

On their most recent album, Never 
Hear the End of It, the band includes 
an ambitious 30 tracks—an amount 
that’s quite out of the ordinary, but 
nevertheless allows them to keep 
things fresh. Ferguson concedes, 
though, that making a long, eclectic 
record wasn’t done out of necessity; 
rather, it’s always been a desire of his. 

“TBassist Chris Murphy] and I have 
often fantasized about the idea of 
making a really long record,” Ferguson 
says. “The idea or the premise was that 
you could keep the listener interested 
over a long record just by using so 
many new things at a rapid pace.” 

Although the record features many 
new styles, the album still retains 
the classic Sloan signature, a sound 
Fergusson says the band aimed to 
achieve. 

“T guess it was kind of like trying to 
do an experiment but keeping it within 
the realm of what we do best, which 
is writing catchy pop songs and not 
trying to make a Pink Floyd record,” 


Ferguson says. “We were trying to do 
something that’s creative and new out 
of what we do best.” 

While recording the new album 
afforded the band a lot of enterpris- 
ing space, working the new songs, 
many of which flow seamlessly into 
one another, into a set list has posed 
some interesting problems. 

“A lot of them we have been 
trying to do as segues—a couple in 
a row and try to do them together,” 
Ferguson says. “The difficult thing is 
trying to play a lot of the new songs 
we want to play live, but also to try 
to play some of our ‘oldies.’ We're 
trying to fit everything in, to have a 
balanced show so it’s just not all new 


songs and, at the same time, to try to 
play as many new songs as we can. It’s 
a weird balance.” 

The band also livened up the 
recording process by making short 
films in the studio and posting them 
to their website almost daily. 

“We could have made a documen- 
tary and put it out later, but it was 
kind of fun just to film stuff while we 
were recording or rehearsing and put 
it up right away,” Ferguson explains. 
“Tf was growing up and my favou- 
rite band had a little snippet of them 
recording their new album online 
everyday, I’d be there like crazy. It’s 
just something new to put up on the 
website and provide something for 
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the fans immediately, which I like.” 

Sloan’s last visit to Edmonton saw 
them playing to a very receptive 
crowd at Rexall Place while opening 
for the Foo Fighters on their Canadian 
tour. However, the band opted to play 
relatively small venues in support of 
Never Hear the End of It. Ferguson 
admits that the band would like to be 
able to play large arenas, but admits it 
isn’t the size of the show that matters. 

“There are some places that we're 
playing that are even smaller than 
the Dinwoodie and they’ve already 
sold out,” Ferguson says. “Maybe we 
could play some bigger venues, but if 
it’s sold out, it’ll be an exciting show, 
and that’s all I really care about.” 
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HD DVD stung by the Blu-ray 


The battle of the technologies is raging, and consumers are stuck in between 


RYAN 
HEISE 


Most industry wars fought for profit 
and control end up making aver- 
age citizens the biggest losers. Those 
simply wanting to live their lives and 
maybe bask in some pretty high-defi- 
nition video without the fear that their 


hard earned money is being wasted 
are about to suffer significantly. The 
battle to see who will be profiting 
from your desire to see the individua 
pores on Scarlett Johansson’s beautifu 
face is just gearing up. 

With two new formats, HD DVD 
and Blu-ray Disc, competing to replace 
DVD within the next six months, both 
parties are moving to ensure that 
you'll be shelling out for their product 
first. 

Developed by Toshiba and backed 
by the likes of Microsoft, Sanyo and 
NEC, HD DVD uses similar produc- 
tion methods as those used by DVD 
discs and thus allows them to be pro- 
duced for significantly cheaper. 

Blu-ray, on the other hand, was 
created by Sony and has the support 
of Panasonic, Apple Computers and 
TDK. It uses a new production method 
that has proved quite costly compared 
to HD DVD, but will ultimately have 


Saosin 

Saosin 

Capitol Records 
www.saosin.com 


RYAN KENNY 
Arts & Entertainment Writer 


much higher storage capacities than 
its rival. 

But technical aspects aside, the 
two formats might as well be identi- 
cal from a consumer’s point-of-view, 
as they will both give you high- 
definition video in your home. It then 
comes down to two factors: price and 
content. 


Anew format war is 
not what the market 
wants, especially when 
many consumers 

have just shelled out 
upwards of two grand 
on anew TV. 


The initial launch of players in 
Canada has been less than stellar. Both 
debuting during the summer, HD 
DVD has the slight advantage launch- 
ing for a mere $700 compared to Blu- 
ray’s nice round $1000. But at these 
price points, consumers have been less 
than warm to the products. 

Content-wise, most major studios 
have stated that they will support both 
formats with the exception being 
Universal Studios; they have decided 
to support only Blu-ray, a move that is 
actually being praised by many. 

So we have players that are expen- 
sive and not selling well, movie stu- 
dios that are reluctant to put out 


Saosin is a post-hardcore band. What 
“post-hardcore” means, exactly, is any- 
one’s guess, but if their debut album is 
any indication of the quality of music 
this genre has to offer, you might want 
to check it out further, even if genres 
tend to be for suckers. 

Although this is Saosin’s first full- 
length, they already enjoy a sizeable— 
and deserving—fan base resulting from 
extensive touring, two EPs and the 
magic of the World Wide Web. Aside 
from the legwork of promoting the 
album, the record itself features guitar 
work that is technical and nearly always 
distorted. The drums are amazingly 
detailed and unrelenting, and after a 
while, you may feel like you want a 


content, but a growing market place 
of consumers with fancy new HDTV 
sets that demand content that the 
cable and satellite companies aren't 
giving them. This doesn’t make much 
sense. 

A new format war is not what 
the market wants, especially when 
many consumers have just shelled 
out upwards of two grand on a new 
TV. Giving consumers a choice when 
there is inherently failure destined 
for one of the formats is not going to 
create sales; it only serves to alienate 
buyers from both formats out of fear 
of losing in the long run. 

While the two sides came together 
in the summer of 2005 to try to agree 
on a unified format, they ultimately 
failed and went their separate ways. 
Sony has seemingly learned noth- 
ing from their Betamax fiasco of the 
1980s, and is cramming Blu-ray down 
the throats of consumers by shoe- 
horning one into the Playstation 3. All 
the while, the HD DVD camp has done 
very little to bring their costs down to 
counter the slow progress that Blu-ray 
is posting. 

Consumers are once again going to 
get the short end of the stick and high- 
definition content in the home will 
be relegated to the miniscule amount 
of HD television that is broadcast and 
watching high-definition trailers on 
Apple’s Quicktime site. 

I don’t know about you, but Scarlett 
Johansson’s pores just aren’t worth the 
price of halfa semester of tuition. 


break from the onslaught. However, 
when “I Never Wanted To,’ starts out 
slow, you immediately want the loud- 
ness back; indeed, this flip-flopping of 
texture is what they do best. The vocals 
are also an added treat. Rather than 
unnecessarily screaming, a trait often 
plaguing music of this style, the listener 
hears distinguishable, polished pipes, 
courtesy of lead singer Cove Reber. 

When it all comes together, the 
resulting sound is thunderous, yet 
remarkably melodic, making for a sur- 
prisingly accessible record. If you like 
rock music, in any of its varying forms, 
Saosin will likely have an appeal, even 
if you don’t know what post-hardcore 
means. 


NEAL WILDING 


THE MAGICAL MR MISTOFFELEES Australia-based band The Cat Empire traded their claws in for some bongo drums. 
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Being an entertainment editor is hard 
work; you have to put up with the 
plethora of free shit you get everyday, 
and sometimes, enough is enough. 


Right now, my desk is overloaded with 
CDs, and I want to share my pain with 
you. 


Find me tomorrow walking between 
Humanities and SUB around 2pm, and 
I'll reward your observant nature with a 
stack of CDs. 


GATEWAY A&k 


Giving back to the less musically fortunate since 1910. 


q] UNIVERSITY OF 
CALGARY 


fe) 
FACULTY OF 


“238” SOCIAL WORK 


FACULTY OF SOCIAL WORK 


Mahing a world of difference 


New Master’s of Social Work Program (Edmonton-Based) 


Do you have a four-year BSW degree 
or a four-year non-social work degree? 
Are you currently working in human services? 
Are you interested in pursuing 
graduate-level clinical social work education? 


This program is designed to accommodate students who want to 
maintain their employment while pursuing an MSW Degree 


Information Sessions: 

Grande Prairie: Room C224, Grande Prairie Regional College 
Thurs., Nov. 2 at 6:00 p.m. 

Edmonton: Room 300, 11044-82 Ave. 

Wed., Nov. 8. at 5:00 p.m. 


Please call the number below to register 


Program starts September 2007 
For more information or to apply 
see wwW.fsw.ucalgary.ca 
phone 780.492.1171 or toll free 1.877.497.1171 
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entertainment@gateway.ualberta.ca 


What does this photo have to do 
with Harry Potter, you ask? 


Nothing. Absolutely nothing. 


In fact, that's me, crying a fucking 
river because I'm running out of 
retardedly funny pictures of Harry 
Potter characters. You can dry my 
tears, though; since Halloween is 
just around the corner, send me a 
hilarious picture of yourself dressed 
up as someone from Harry Potter. 
If your photo is the best, you'll win a 
stack of rad CDs, as well as a chance 
to see yourself in print. Exciting! 


GATEWAY A&E 


Making fun of the innocent since 1910. 


MARKET RESEARCH INTERVIEWER 


We TREND 
4, RESEARCH 


* Conduct interviews over the telephone from our centrally 


located call centre, accurately enter data into a computer 


system. 
¢ Absolutely no sales involved. 


* Position requires excellent telephone manner and typing skills. 


* Flexible scheduling with shift choices. 


* Company benefits plan. 


* $10.50 / hour to start, with performance based reviews. 


Please mail, fax or email your resume to: 
2nd Floor, 10304 - 108 Street, Edmonton, AB T5J 1L9 
Fax: 780-485-5085 
Email: HR@TrendResearch.ca 
Phone: 780-485-6558 


TREND HIRES ON AN ONGOING BASIS 


YOUR UNIVERSITY 
YouR TEAMS 


Your SEAT IS READY 


Golden Bears Hockey vs Manitoba 
Friday & Saturday, October 27 & 28 ¢ 7:30pm ¢ Clare Drake 


U of A Volleyball vs Brandon 
Friday & Saturday, October 27 & 28 ° 6:30pm & 8:00pm ¢ Main Gym 


Golden Bears Football vs Regina 
Saturday, October 28 « 7:00pm ¢ Foote Field 


492-BEAR / 451-8000 www.bears.ualberta.ca 


y 


y J 


yg 


Live musit, tasty 
7601 115 St 


hulbert’s 


a good place to meet 


food, E delicious drinks! 


780.436.1161 


www.hulberts.ca 
mon-thurs 7am-9pm, fri 7am-11pm, sat 9:30 am-11pm, sun 9:30am-9 pm 
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The Queen rules the screen 


The Queen 

Directed by Stephen Frears 

Starring Helen Mirren, Michael Sheen 
and James Cromwell 

Empire Theatres 

Opens Friday 27 October 


PATRICK ROSS 


If there’s any one institution that 
remains unique to Britain, it’s the 
British monarchy. And if there’s one 
movie that tells the tale of monarchy 
enduring one of its greatest trials, that 
film would be The Queen. 

The Queen is situated during the 
month of May, 1997. Tony Blair 
(Martin Sheen) has just been elected 
Prime Minister of Britain. Riding on a 
wave of populism, he brings a prom- 
ise of modernization that threatens 
to overthrow the traditional institu- 
tions that Queen Elizabeth II (Helen 
Mirren) holds so dear. 

Upon the first meeting 
Blair and the Queen, the tension is 
absolutely palpable. The Windsors feel 
Blair represents a threat to the tradi- 
tional values the monarchy represents, 
as Blair’s “call me Tony” informality 
mixes poorly with the Queen’s obses- 
sion with protocol. 

The film then abruptly shifts to 
August of the same year. Blair’s gov- 
ernment is still in its infancy, and the 
Windsors have endured months of 


between 


scandal over the relationship between 
Diana Spencer (former princess of 


The Stills 
Without Feathers 
Vice Recordings 
www.thestills.net 


KRISTINA DE GUZMAN 


Arts & En staff 


Wales) and Dodi Fayed, a coupling 
made public by the paparazzi and 
the news media. Then, as anyone not 
living under a rock that year can attest, 
tragedy strikes: Diana and Dodi are 
involved in a paparazzi-precipitated 
car wreck that ultimately takes the 
lives of both. 

As the British public flock to 
Buckingham Palace to partake in the 
public grieving over the death of the 
“People’s Princess,” the Windsors 
retreat to their Scottish estate at 
Balmoral. 

As the lavish world around the 
Windsors threatens to tumble around 
their feet, Blair takes up a feverish 
effort to assuage the British people. 
Enraged by what they perceive as— 
and really is—a lack of care for the 
mother of the future king, the public 
turns against the monarchy. Prince 
Phillip (played by the ever-ingenious 
James Cromwell) even describes Diana 
as “more annoying dead than alive.” 

Mirren turns in a magnificently 
regal performance. Even in the depths 
of the Queen’s most intense emo- 
tions, she perfectly mimics the stoic 
fagade expected of royalty. Mirren 
manufactures a sense of desperate 
urgency around this atmosphere of 
indifference, all the while managing 
to keep up appearances despite the 
obvious wellspring of grief, guilt and 
jealousy congregating just below the 
surface. 

However, while Mirren seems to 
rule the screen, Sheen portrays Tony 


Anyone who was completely in love 
with the Stills’ first album and was 
expecting another Logic Will Break 
Your Heart will have to learn to suck 
it up and remain open to the band’s 
follow-up, Without Feathers—espe- 
cially since drummer David Hamelin 
replaced lead vocalist Tim Fletcher, 
leaving Fletcher to shine vocally in 
only three songs, one of them being 
the catchy, poetic “Helicopters.” 
Surprisingly, the musical change 
overshadows the change in vocal 
lineup. While one has to be living 
in a dream world to expect any self- 
respecting musician to put out the 
same album twice, it feels like a dif- 
ferent band is behind this musical 


ThiS Week's live musiC : 


The Althea Cunningham Group 
Friday & Saturday 9 p.m. (no covercharge) 


Althea Cunningham releases her vibrant energy in an honest yet raw display 
of the human experience. Gospel, jazz, and blues infuse her effortless vocal 
blends and sultry undertones to produce an engaging, memorable, and 


Tony King on bass. 


soulful display of talent. Joined by Donovan Reimer on piano with 


Ho egaarden bottles $4.75 (all weekend) 


‘the famous belgian white beer' 


Blair in a manner that few would 
recognize, especially when placed in 
comparison with the Blair of today. 
Youthful, idealistic and energetic, 
Blair seems at times overwhelmed by 
the events consuming the earliest days 
of his tenure as prime minister. 

The acting might be fickle at times, 
but as far as the cinematography goes, 
The Queen presents an image of a 
royal family shockingly alienated and 
disconnected from the people that 
Blair is so in touch with. As their sub- 
jects mourn, the Windsors obstinately 
struggle to resolve the conflict between 
responding to the emotional needs of 
their grieving people and maintaining 
royal protocol. 

In addition, The Queen is con- 
stantly interspersed with news foot- 
age related to Diana’s death. Director 
Stephen Frears creates an atmosphere 
of authenticity, causing viewers to 
recall their exact emotions when they 
were first informed of Diana’s death, 
especially those feelings that emerged 
when they first saw the footage in 
question. 

There are countless clichés that 
could be used to describe a film like 
The Queen—“gripping’ comes to 
mind, as does “captivating” The 
movie may be both of these, but 
moreover, it’s demanding and chal- 
lenging. The Queen comes across less 
as a scathing statement on the value of 
the monarchy, and more as an invita- 
tion to viewers to explore their own 
feelings on the issue. 


rollercoaster. “She’s Walking Out” 
is a lament on lost love with a tone 
of nonchalance. “In the End” is an 
exceptional piano ballad with a chorus 
that one can't help but sing along to, 
while “Ok Shoplifter” takes a lively 
turn with cowbells hammering in 
the background and the trend contin- 
ues with “Tt Takes Time,” a poppy but 
undoubtedly catchy tune. And despite 
its being about a potential criminal, 
“The Destroyer” sounds more fitting 
for a marching band. 

The Stills haven't completely lost 
their original entity, however, as most 
of their lyrics remain dark and roman- 
tic. All the other changes, though, are 
more than welcomed. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


To place a classified ad, please goto 
www.campusclassifieds.ca 


FOR RENT 


Looking for a place to live? Check out www. 
rentingspaces.ca to find your next home! 
Hundreds of current listings throughout 
Edmonton. A service of your Students’ Union. 


3 bedroom townhouse to share Callingwood 
near WEM. Preferred female. Call Jacob at 628- 
4102 or 905-3484 


Available 2 January. A Room in the St Joseph's 
college residence, male only. Traditional 
residence environment, open to all University 
Students. Go to — http://www.ualberta. 
ca/~stioseph/residence/Fall_winter.html for 


more information! 


FOR SALE 


Queen bed. Brand new still in plastic, mattress 
and box, orthopedic pillow top, warranty, $395. 
695-6613 
Parking available along 116th St (beside ETLC) 
Valid until October ‘07. $400/each ask for 
Kody/Josh 433-6817 


key board extension space, $40. Cabnet with 
four compartments was $125 selling for $50, 
matching pieces. All 2 months old, in excellent 
condition. 934-8265 


Church 101 St & 84 Ave Fri 27 Oct 6pm 
- 9pm Sat 28 Oct 9:30pm - lpm Furniture, 
Clothing, Books, Household, Toys, Treasures 
Free Admission. 


not become a banquest server/bartender 
and/or driver for A Cappella Catering. 
A valid drivers licene is required. Apply to 
im @acappella.ab.ca or fax 454.2748. 


WANTED 


EMPLOYMENT - FULL TIME 


Study medicinein Europe. www.medical-school. 
ca. canadmin@medical-school.ca 


SERVICES 


Essay writing, editing, applications and 
appeals. PhD, Masters and Law graduates 
available for all subjects. Over 25 years 
experience! Toll-free 1-888-345-8295, E-mail 
customessay@ bellnet.ca. 


Photographer available for sexy photos of you 
in your raciest outfits. Nude or semi-nude. 
Great Christmas or Birthday gift for that Special 
Someone or just for fun. Group shoots available, 
so get your girls together for a sexy fundraiser. 
Must be 18+ Contact Chelsea @ 479-0293 for 
more information. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


A Halloween bash with The Retrofitz “live” 
at the Sidetrack Café 10238-104st Saturday 
October 28th - 9:00pm start the band 
features Christian Mena & Kelly Alanna and 
the Nucking Futs Horns. For Tix, call the 
Track at 421-1326 or Tix-on-the-Square www. 
retrofitz.ca 


Computer Desk. Mahoganny in colour with 


Huge rummage sale. Holy Trinity Anglican 


Big Al's Aquarium Services has openings for full- 
time and part-time sales and cashier positions. 
Flexible hours, employee benifits, discounts, and 
competitive wages make us a perfect fit for you. 
Apply in person at 3511-99st or fax at 433-4575 
or call 435-3474. 
Guest Express Agent (night shift Tpm-/am). 
Valet park guest vehicles (valid class 5 driver's 
icense required). Security patrols of parking lot 
and hotel. Excellent job for a student! Fax 465- 
8162 E-mail dheil@varscona.com 


Parking management company accepting 
resumés for full-time and part-time 
parking patrollers. Set your own hours! 
Benefits and Bonuses! Email resumés_ to 
sandra.boyce@diamondparking.com 


Hudsons on campus is hiring for all postion. 
Apply in person at 1113-87 Ave. Ask For Brett or 
Jarrett. No experince needed. 


EMPLOYMENT - PART TIME 


If you are looking for a full or part-time 
position that will work around your class 
schedule that offers an excellent wage, 
gratuities, incentives and bonuses, why 


Wh y Northwestern? 


We’re Passionate About Your Future 
In Natural Health Care! 


“Northwestern Health Sciences University is committed to being 
the nation’s university of choice in natural health care education. 
Northwestern features an exceptional curriculum, outstanding 
faculty, groundbreaking research, and a wealth of clinical training 


opportunities for our students.” 


Cy 


NORTHWESTERN 
HEALTH SCIENCES }RIN | VRS 


2501 West 84th Street, Bloomington, MN 55431 


— Mark Zeigler, DC, President 


(952/800) 888-4777, ext. 409 > www.nwhealth.edu 


Northwestern Health Sciences University offers exceptional programs in CHIROPRACTIC, 
ACUPUNCTURE, ORIENTAL MEDICINE, MASSAGE THERAPY, and INTEGRATIVE HEALTH 


AND WELLNESS. 
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SUBJECT T0 CLASSIFICATION 


The Ideal Student Job. Hughes Car Wash / Gas 
Station is hiring Flexible Weekend and Weekday 
Station Attendants at our various locations in 
Edmonton. We are the industries best paying 
employer. Apply at any location, or e-mail 
resumé to hr@hughespetroleum.com. www. 
ughespetroleum.com 
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Sales help required wine & beer making 
supply store. Some exp an asset but would 


train. Flex pm & weekend shifts. Decent 
wage,discounts great environment.Bring 
resumé to Southside Brew Crew 5718-111 
St Edm 


VOLUNTEERS WANTED 


Bellman needed at Hotels on Whyte 
Avenue. Valid class 5 drivers license 
required. Must have customer service 
skills, friendly & outgoing. Fax 465-8162 
E-mail dheil@varscona.com 


Marble Slab Creamery on Whyte. Now 
iring. Fun job, good pay, very flexible 
ours. Drop off resumé at 10358-82Ave or 
ax 406-7604, $100 hiring bonus. 


Alta Care Resources needs compassionate 
and energetic people to work with youth in 
our city. Flexible hours, pay starts at 15.00, 
and free training. Call Brandi 451-6040 ex 
230 or www.altacareresources.com 


Domestic help needed. $11+/hour. 
O3st/87ave. 4-6 hour shifts; 1-2 
shifts/week, eve/weekends. Hones 


reliable only. Phone 288-5068 


eed extra cash, a day off or an afternoon 
ree, during the week. Busy westend 
iquorstore, looking for people to assis 
with deliveries. Must have a valid drivers 
icence. Flexible hours. Call or Fax Rod 481- 
3443. 


EASCA is looking for part-timers who wan 
o be positive role models for school aged 
children. 484-7622 


Got an Hour? Be an In-School Mentor. 
You will be matched from now until the 
end of your school year with a child in an 
elemntary school close to where you live or 
go to school. Together you will read, play 
board games, keep a journal or hang out in 
the gym. In-School Mentoring is offered in 
more than 50 Public and Catholic schools 
in Edmonton & Area. Call Big Brothers Big 
Sisters today at 424-8181 or apply online at 
www.bbbsedmonton.org 


Cultural Connections Institute - The Learning 
Exchange is looking for volunteers to teach 
English as a Second Language to adult 
newcomers to Canada. Orientation and 
training is provided. Morning, afternoon, and 
evening shifts available. Call 944-0792 
Volunteer Assistant for Kids Karate Club, 
ages 6-12. One hour/week Thursdays 
9pm, two blocks from U of A Campus. 2+ 
years experience in any Martial Art. E-mail 
WPKKC_Sensei@hotmail.com or phone 
Gordon at 492-9930 (weekdays). 


PERSONALS 


Seeking independent, slender/athletic 
female; I'm athletic male, tall, handsome; 
CLKBO1@hotmail.com 

Single? Try speed dating with Eigntminutedate 
on 7 Nov at Dante's Bistro. Register at 457- 
8535 or www.eightminutedate.ca 


$1995 


own travel objectives who also enjoy sharing their experiences with 


like-minded travellers. 


Tuition covers airfare, ground transfer, accommodation, walking 


tours and other amenities. 


Call 497-4303 for more information 


www.MacEwan.ca 


Feb. 18 - 25, 2007 


If you like art, music, theatre, dance or architecture, join us for an 
educational travel trip to New York City. You'll have the benefit of 
group support along with personal independence in daily activity 
planning. The trip is designed for independent participants with their 


| Gea Financial Aid 
Information Centre 


If you had student loans: don’t let that 
next step be a big misstep. 


Take the steps to find out 
what happens when your 
loans enter repayment. 
Come visit us for more 
information. 


Your Education, Your Money - 
Start Asking Questions 


1-80 SUB 


8:30 am to 4:30 pm monday to friday 


492-3483 
sfaic @ su.ualberta.ca 


www.su.ualberta.ca/sfaic 
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SOAP OPERA ITALIANO by Chris Jung 


HO HO HO 1} A NO CARE 
BONTOURNO ISSA MI ae ae NOW GIVE A YO NEW PAPIS 
ENEMY GRANDIOSO, Paes THIER A PRESENTA 


HEY PASQUALE, PADRE PRINCIPESA DE WEDDIN’ 
1 A SEDUCE A YO — 5 


SOMP OPERA ITALIANO 


REMIND ME AGAIN HOW 


THIS HAPPENED? RELAX, HE’S SHAKING OKAY, MIKE, YOU CAN DO THIS. AND BOLL WITH A CRUSHING BLOW! I THINK 12! 
IN HIS BOOTS! IT’S TIME TO SEND THIS TEUTONIC TWAT THIS COULD BE IT! R OBOT: 77 
HE JUST PUNTED A BACK TO - 
BABY INTO THE CROWD! 
SON OF A BITCH DIDN'T 
PAY UP FOR MY ROLE 
IN BLOODRAYNE! 


Leak. how smug he 
s Deing Wis 
New York “Times 


Cfostword... 


door’ t's an affront +0 
me! Monkeys are my 
NaATueaL ENEMY: 
ae You're a, mac\nine! 
TO | | Yer certo rtuce 


Y Do You WANT TM GOING TO 
TO PLAY WitH COMBINE ALL 


Curaicuey | (ese Skee combine AL 


THE INEVITARLE RESULT 
WILL BE THE CREATION 
OF A SPECTACULAR 
SUPERCOLOR . 


JULY 22,1982. 2:42 Pl 


Memories 


MICH MICH by Shaun Lyons 


ALRIGHT, CLASS! 1 THwe IT'S TIME WE 


HA) 
GOT TO Ku0b) EACHOTHER! | WANT EACH |) MY DREAM | MARRIED ia wa aes 4 aks 
OF You 70 TELL US ABOUT A DREW) TOU) A HAUDSOME PRINCE AUD You paee 2 GueEe! TE NE PAE! TO STE 
HAD THAT (WADE YOU FEEL SPECIAL LIVED It A BED CASTLEL ee 
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OH... UM. SO0 WHAT 
/ HAD sae IS IT THAT You LIKE (WHEN THEY ROAR!) 
WITH A LION! ABOUT THESE ANMIMALSP 
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LSD studies shouldnt be dropped: Dyck 


LSD ¢ CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

However, in an article published 
in the journal Social History of 
Medicine, Dyck recently showed 
that there may be good reasons to 
re-examine these experiments. She 
hopes that closer examination wil 
lead to a fuller understanding of 
alcoholism, especially the emotiona 
aspect of the addiction. 

The past experiments would take 
place in a private room during which 
a nurse and/or psychiatrist would 
continually offer positive reinforce- 
ment while the drug took effect. The 
following day, subjects were encour- 
aged to compose a written descrip- 
tion of their experience allowing the 


researchers to keep records. 

Conventional treatment programs, 
such as Alcoholics Anonymous (AA), 
include support systems that deal 
with the social aspects of why a 
person may be drinking. 

“These support systems are actu- 
ally closely related to the idea of using 
LSD as a treatment,” said Dyck. 

In fact, according to Dyck, LSD 
therapy may offer a better option for 
certain individuals. 

“For some people, going to AA once 
a week represents a clash of envi- 
ronments,” Dyck said. “Psychedelic 
therapy offers a more comfortable 
surrounding where withdrawn indi- 
viduals can feel at ease.” 


Another similarity between LSD 
treatments and AA is the idea of a 
higher power. Step number two in 
AA reinforces the belief that a power 
greater than the patient is needed 
to restore self-control. Interestingly, 
LSD users often say that the experi- 
ence generates a sense of spirituality. 
The treatment, according to Dyck, 
thus addresses the spiritual aspect of 
therapy, something that is left out of 
many medical models. 

Since the treatment consists of a 
one-time dose, the risk of chemical 
dependence or flashbacks appears to 
be negligible. 

“The studies showed that only 
a minority of the patients showed 


anything remotely close to overly 
negative effects from the LSD,” Dyck 
explained. 

Acting as a chemical analog to 
group therapy, LSD may allow oth- 
erwise desperate individuals to re- 
examine themselves both spiritually 
and emotionally; something that 
many feel is essential to successfully 
overcoming alcoholism. 

Regardless of whether or not the 
LSD treatment, or similar methods, 
will ever be used again, Dyck believes 
that a re-examination of the experi- 
ments done in the ’50s should be 


done, and hopes that it would reveal 
a great deal more about the disease 
than we know now. 


Bay building balances between past and present 


Redesign plan will allow for University’s expansion, while maintaining the building’s heritage site status 


BAY * CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

During TEC Edmonton’s presenta- 
tion, various floor plans, diagrams and 
artist renderings highlighted Enterprise 
Square’s exterior and interior designs. 
Floor plans will include modern cus- 
tomizable office and laboratory spaces, 
meeting spaces, a variety of business 
services, art galleries, and an atrium 
that will allow daylight to enter. 


“We plan on cutting an atrium right 
down through the middle of the con- 
crete structure to allow daylight to get 
into the middle of each floor,’ said 
Leujeune, who emphasized that care 
must be taken to preserve the building’s 
historical designation. 

“When it was built, it was to be a 
department store, so it didn’t have an 
awful lot of windows. The challenge 


to the design team was how to make 
penetrations in this exterior skin [of 
the building] and allow daylight in as 
much as possible,” he said 

Another challenge was the addition 
of the fourth floor—which increased 
the U of A’s spending from $62 million 
to $80 million. 

“[R]ight now, steel is going up for 
that fourth floor. So it will be a steel 


structure on top of a concrete struc- 
ture,” Leujeune said. 

Other tenants in the building include 
the Edmonton Art Gallery, Office of 
Alumni Affairs, galleries for Industrial 
Design and the Faculty of Extension, 
retail spaces and other business support 
services. 

Occupancy of Enterprise Square is 
expected to begin in August 2007. 


STREETERS 


A recent study in Mumbai, India has drawn a correlation 
between cellphone use and low male fertility. 


Will this change the amount of time you spend on your cellphone? 


Abbeir Hussein 
Science III 


If | was a man? | doubt it. | mean, these 
study correlations are weak so no it 
wouldn't [change my mind] if | was a 
man, but | am not. This is really weird. 


Brandon Kerfoot 
Artsll 


A | 
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| do not spend time on a cellphone as is. 
| hate cellphones with a passion. | guess 
it would not change anything if | do not 
use them. 


Brett Feland 
Chemistry II 


Probably not. | do not spend all that 
much time on my cellphone. | just use 
it for emergencies or occasionally when 
| need it throughout the day. So no | do 
not think so. 


Compiled and photographed by Kim Misutka and Mike Otto 


All weekend! 


Located 8101 Gateway Blvd. Phone 438-1907. 


Dion Malden 
Zoology |V 


No. | do not think it is a proven study yet. 
It is only one study, right? When they 
have come out with three or four more 
studies that show the exact same thing 
then yeah that would probably effect the 
amount of time | use of my cellphone. 
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Fraser Institute places public 
health care under microscope y 


Experts discuss think-tank’s annual report, which recommends major 
changes to the current health-care system, such as the addition of user fees 


CHLOE FEDIO 
Managing Editor 


Health care in Canada is financially 
unsustainable as provincial govern- 
ment spending on the public service is 
eating up progressively larger amounts 
of money, according to a report 
released by the Fraser Institute earlier 
this month. Paying More, Getting Less 
2006: Measuring the Sustainability of 
Public Health Insurance in Canada, the 
institute’s third annual report, outlines 
that Alberta is projected to spend 50 
per cent of all revenues on health care 
by 2017. 

“Public health expenditures are 
growing faster on average than total 
revenues available to each of the prov- 
inces,” said Brett J Skinner, author of 
the report. “What that means is that 
public health expenditures are con- 
suming over time a larger and larger 
share of the money that’s available in 
each of the provinces, which leaves 
less proportionally for other things 
like education and social welfare 
and transportation, infrastructure et 
cetera.” 

John Church, associate professor 
at the Centre for Health Promotion 
Studies at the University of Alberta, 
said that Albertans are expecting a 
certain level of health care, but they 
want to continue to pay low taxes, 
which can no longer support the 
system. 

“Raising taxes has become increas- 
ingly unpopular,” Church said. “If we 
want to continue to sustain the level 
of services that we're providing, then 
one of the options is that we're going 
to have to pay more taxes. You only 
get what youre willing to pay for, 
whether it’s public or private.” 

Skinner explained that Manitoba 
and Saskatchewan are the most 
urgent cases, projected to consume 
half of all revenues as early as 2016, 
and that six out of the ten provinces 
will spend 100 per cent of all revenue 
on health care by 2050 if reforms 
don’t take place. 

“It’s nothing unexpected,” said 
Ryan Lee, associate professor at 
Haskayne School of Business at the 
University of Calgary. “This is a 
wake-up call. Canadians need to 
understand that it can’t stay this way 
and be feasible.” 

The report suggested some solu- 
tions to the growing cost, including a 
proposal to institute user fees, which 
means patients would have to pay a 
$5-10 fee in order to see a doctor. 


“Tf there’s no price at the point of 
service, the patient has no incentive 
to be responsible about the kind of 
health care they demand, substitut- 
ing low-cost things that are just as 
effective for high-cost things and 
they have no incentive to use only as 
much health care as they truly need,” 
Skinner said. 


“Right now we have a 
system where there's 
no cost to me except 
for my time to go seea 
practitioner. And there 
are people in this world 
who have nothing but 
time.” 


RYAN LEE, 
U OF C ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 


Lee, an expert in risk management 
and insurance, agreed with the insti- 
tution of user fees, which would give 
people the incentive to take more 
responsibility for their own health, 
and reduce patients going to the 
doctor for the common cold. 

“Right now we have a system 
where there’s no cost to me except for 
my time to go see a practitioner. And 
there are people in this world who 
have nothing but time,” Lee said. 

But Church argued that people in 
the lower 
ets were likely to be more directly 
affected by user fees than other 
patients, creating an unfair system. 

“T think that the evidence to date is 
that user fees can act as a deterrent to 


socio-economic — brack- 


service utilization, and they can be a 
particular deterrent for those people 
who have the fewest resources—so 
poor people,” Church said. 

The Alberta Medical Association 
estimates that the province is cur- 
rently short about 1000 doctors, 
but Church argued that physicians 
should only deal with the more 
complex health problems, leaving 
other health-care providers to screen 
patients. 

“Tm not convinced that we have 
as much of a shortage of physicians 
as some people say,’ Church said. 
“Delivery of care should change so 
that physicians would only see a nar- 
rower range of patients.” 

Church said that using a team 
approach to delivery in the primary 
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A HEALTH FARE SYSTEM U of A Associate Professor John Church has argued against increased health-care user fees. 


RELAXATION SPACE 
® MON - WED 8AM - 8PM 


ee 
oh...and don’t forget = 


happy hour: 


RATT >> MONDAY TO FIIDAY >> 2-6 PM 


DraUGHT PINT anv jUG SPeCIAaLs >>>>>= 
Ly 

powerpLant >> THUTS anD FIT 

we N 


ywYVy 
>>U PCOMING | 


Le 


care setting can free up more physi- 
cians as nurse practitioners take on 
a greater role, thus taking pressure 
off the public system. He suggested a 
more preventative approach to care, 
which would in turn reduce costs. 

“The focus is still on treating 
people after they've gotten sick and 
what is missed in all this is if we 
could start addressing the issues 
that lead to people getting sick, then 
ultimately we're going to decrease 
demand on the health-care system,” 
Church said. 

Church pointed to the link between 
chronic disease and obesity, which 
ultimately causes higher health-care 
costs. 

“We have a whole generation of 
kids now that are seen as being, on 
average, overweight, compared to 
other generations,” Church said. “If 
we really want to deal with this, we 
need to be paying serious attention to 
that side of the equation.” 

But Lee suggested that by increas- 
ing private care options, the burden 
on the public system would be alle- 
viated. He pointed to medical con- 
tracts with private surgical facilities 
in Calgary, which do a set number of 
procedures around joint replacement 
and eye surgery. 

“We know there’s an MRI out there 
for the Calgary Flames,” said Lee, 
referring to the Canada Diagnostics 
Centres, which provides advanced 
diagnostic testing for the NHL team. 
“But if theyre not dealing with a 
Flames’ injury every single minute 
of the day that the machine could be 
run, why shouldn’t we open the abil- 
ity for someone who’s willing to pay 
for that? 

“On the surface it seems that we're 
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catering to the rich, but the issue 
really becomes what it does to the 
system after the fact,” Lee said, argu- 
ing that, ultimately, it would reduce 
pressure on the public system. 

Skinner said private health care falls 
in line with the Supreme Court’s June 
2005 ruling in the Chaouilli case, 
which struck down Québec’s ban on 
private health insurance. 

“What we're talking about is 
breaking up the public monopoly, 
and not letting the government have 
a monopoly over the payment of 
hospital and physician services but 
allowing people to seek private pay- 
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Hancock urges student | Delong drops from leadership fight 
involvement in Tory race 


CHLOE FEDIO 
Managing Editor 


Dave Hancock, former minister of 
advanced education, was on campus 
last week, providing free food and 
beer to students as he discussed his 
campaign for leadership of the pro- 
vincial Conservatives. 

As he addressed a crowd of 30 at the 
Powerplant, one point of interest was 
the drawn-out postsecondary review, 
which began under Hancock’s reign 
as minister. A University of Alberta 
alumni, Hancock resigned from his 
post in April to run for party lead- 
ership and was replaced by Denis 
Herard. 

“One of the most difficult issues that 
I’ve had to face was leaving the depart- 
ment at the time that I did, because 
a lot of the work that I was pursu- 
ing wasn’t complete. You don’t get to 
choose your timing in this process,” 
Hancock said. 

After the initial January 2005 con- 
sultations aimed at making changes to 
the system, Premier Ralph Klein made 
a promise in February of the same year 
to create in Alberta the most afford- 
able tuition policy in the country. In 
June 2005, the A Learning Alberta 
review began, headed by a 17 member 
Steering Committee. And though the 
results of the review were announced 
this summer, the new tuition policy 
has yet to be revealed. 

Prior to the review, the tuition policy 
in Alberta stated that 30 per cent of a 
university’s budget could be derived 
from tuition fees. But in May 2006, 
despite criticism from student groups 
and Opposition MLAs, the government 
passed Bill 40, which removed tuition 
policy from legislation and placed it in 
regulation—allowing future policies 
to be established without debate in the 
Legislature. 

“Tt wasn’t a good action, to say that 
were going to have a new tuition 
policy so we have to get rid of the old 
one. The old one provided a ceiling,” 
said Hancock, who described the bill 


P 
is 7 
a, 
2 


* 


© 


as “disappointing.” 

“Td argued that that wasn’t nec- 
essary to do because by doing that 
we've created a lot of distrust at a time 
when we really needed to build on 
the trust,” said Hancock, who’s been 
the MLA for Edmonton-Whitemud 
since 1997. “We went backwards, in 
my view. That took the discussion off 
on a different tangent, and it became 
a discussion about trust, rather than a 
discussion about progress.” 

Minister Herard was unavailable to 
comment on the criticism, but Michael 
Shields, director of communications at 
Alberta Advanced Education, said that 
the tuition policy is on the way. 

“We're not involved in what any of 
the candidates are saying with regards 
to postsecondary education, I just 
need to be clear about that,” Shields 
said. “From our perspective, it’s busi- 
ness as usual.” 

The vote for the next leader of 
the Progressive Conservatives will 
occur on 25 November, and Hancock 
encouraged students to buy a $5 
party membership to be eligible to 
vote. To win, a candidate must garner 
more than 50 per cent of votes cast by 
party members, and if no single can- 
didate receives that support, the top 
three will face off in a second vote on 
2 December. 

“If you care about what kind of a 
future we have in the province, you 
have a chance to affect that,” Hancock 
said, adding that the next leader could 
stay in power for the next two years, 
setting the agenda for Alberta. 

“Public policy is a very messy pro- 
cess, and it should be messy—people 
should be involved in it,” he said. 
“The first stage of participation is 
being part of the selection of the next 
leader.” 

Eight candidates are vying for 
Klein’s job including Ed Stelmach, 
Lyle Oberg, Mark Norris, Ted Morton, 
Jim Dinning, Victor Doerksen, Gary 
McPherson and Hancock. Alana 
Delong, the only female candidate in 
the race, dropped out on 11 October. 
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with your degree? 


Career Forums are a great opportunity to hear from a panel 

of professionals in your area of interest. Learn about different 
career options, network with employers and get some ideas for 
your future! Check out a Career Forum! 


Public Health & Health Promotions 
Thursday, November 2 from 4:30 - 6:30 p.m. 


Molecular Biology 
Tuesday, November 7 from 5 - 7 p.m. 


Bachelor of Science in: 

Food Business Management, Agriculture Business 
Management, and Forestry Business Management 
Wednesday, November 8 from 5 - 7 p.m. 


Microbiology& Immunology 
Wednesday, November 8 from 5 - 7 p.m. 


Environmental Biology 
Thursday, November 9 from 5 - 7 p.m. 


International Business 
Friday, November 17 from 3 - 5 p.m. 


These aren't the only Career Forums CaPS has to offer. For 
more information on upcoming forums check our website at 
www.ualberta.ca/caps. The website will also have updated 


ticket, speaker and location information! 


cap® 


Career and Placement Services 


CATHERINE SCOTT 


News Writer 


Alana Delong, who was the only 
female candidate running for Tory 
leadership, has recently withdrawn 
from the heated race. The loss of the 
only woman in the race has brought 
up some questions about gender roles 
in politics in Canada. 

“Tve got some very strong ideas in 
terms of how to move forward as a 
province. [But I was] struggling with 
the whole concept of actually being 
premier and I think that’s actually 
something that I share with a lot of 
women. I’m very goal-oriented when 
it comes to accomplishing things, 
but not especially when it comes to 
power,” Delong said. 

Nevertherless, she insists that gender 
was not a deciding issue in her with- 
drawal. Steve Patten, associate chair 
for the Undergraduate Department 
of Political Science at the U of A, 
believes her to some extent, but also 
said that there’s some foundation to 
the gender question. He claims that 
women are not taken as_ seriously 
in politics because of the way soci- 
ety views the role of the leader in 
Western society. 


“There weren't 
[many] serious 
women candidates 
... that’s what's really 
disappointing,” 
STEVE PATTEN, 


ASSOCIATE CHAIR, 
DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE 


“The way society [is] constructed, 
most men have more masculine per- 
sonalities and most women have more 
feminine personalities. The way in 
which we define leadership is imbued 
with masculine traits about being 
strong and definitive .. that doesn’t 
mean that there won't be women 
who are successful [in politics] and 
it also doesn’t entirely explain [why 
Alana Delong withdrew] because she 
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ALBERTA BOUND Alana Delong, who dropped out of the Conservative leader- 
ship race, says her political career is committed to what's best for the province. 


already had a reputation as a politi- 
cian,” Patten said. 

Delong admitted that she wasn't 
ready for the all of the responsibility 
that comes with job of premier. 

“Tt just takes incredible energy to 
be premier. It’s long hours and it’s not 
easy work. Part of stepping forward as 
premier is essentially making a ten- 
year commitment, because you've 
got to be willing to commit to two 
terms,” Delong stated. 

Patten believes that Delong may have 
been persuaded to join the race because 
she was a woman, but regardless of her 
gender, he said he isn’t convinced she 
was a strong enough candidate. 

“Part of that has to do with her own 
strengths and weaknesses as a politi- 
cian, but added to the mix for her is 
the gender equation. She ends up with- 
drawing because she can’t raise the 
money, she can’t put together the kind 
of campaign team that’s needed—she 
was encouraged by some almost [like] 
a token woman candidate. These are 
the things that made it impossible for 
her to be successful in the end,” Patten 
affirmed. 

Patten also pointed out that though 


the Progressive Conservative party 
has been in power for so long, there 
aren't many women willing to run 
for leadership. 


“There weren't serious 


[many] 
women candidates who could really 
make a difference ... that’s what’s really 
disappointing,” Patten said. 

Delong did address the fact that 
there are so few women ready to take 
on the leadership role. 

“There are some very powerful 
women in our caucus who would have 
been good contenders in this race. 
Of course, obvious ones are Shirley 
McClellan and Iris Evans—[both] 
extremely capable in what they've 
accomplished, [but] they both see 
themselves as moving towards the ends 
of their careers,” Delong observed. 

Delong says her vision for the prov- 
ince is to get things accomplished, no 
matter who’s in power. 

“My goals were goals of purpose 
rather than goals of power. I want this 
province to go in the right direction. 
It doesn’t matter to me who is taking 
on the job of premier. It was not a per- 
sonal goal, it was a goal for Alberta,” 


she said. 
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Campaign proclaims Harper 
and Bush Brokeback buddies 


Stickers raise eyebrows around Concordia, but some doubt their effectiveness 


GIUSEPPE VALIANTE 
The Link 


MONTREAL (CUP)—The youth wing 
of the Liberal party wants to highlight 
what it sees as the close relationship 
between US President George Bush 
and Prime Minister Stephen Harper. 

They've sent out around 100 stick- 
ers to their university campus chapters 
across the country in hopes of stirring 
debate among young Canadians on 
what they see as a concerning trend. 

“TThe stickers] are kind of a fun 
thing, but at the same time it’s high- 
lighting an important message: our 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper is the 
ideological soulmate of George W 
Bush,” said Richard Diamond, presi- 
dent of the Young Liberals of Canada. 

The stickers feature the two poli- 
ticians in the poster for the movie 
Brokeback Mountain, about an affair 
between two cowboys. The Young 
Liberal version is titled Brokeback 
Conservatism and carries the tagline: 
“A story about two friends who share 
ideas, ideologies, and long walks on 
the beach ... .” 

Diamond believes young Canadians 
should be concerned about the rela- 
tionship between the two leaders. 
He gave the example of how Harper 
plans on discarding the Kyoto pro- 
tocol and is opening up the debate 
about same-sex matriage. 

“To me, [same-sex marriage] is 
an issue of equality. [Harper] wants 
to reopen this discussion, these are 
things that smack of George W Bush 
Republicanism,” Diamond said. 

However, Nick Blesser, former vice- 
president of the Young Liberals at 
Montréal’s Concordia University, doesn’t 
think the sticker campaign is effective, 
although he does believe that Harper is, 
in some ways, similar to Bush. 

“T think [the campaign] is a little 
over the top. I don’t think that they 
have that much in common,” he said. 
“T think it’s demonizing both indi- 
viduals, which isn’t always a good 
idea. It creates more skepticism, and 


GEORGE BUSH 
STEPHEN HARPER 


‘BROKEBACK 
ROKFBACK | 


A’story about two friends 
who share ideas, ideologies, 
and long walks on the beach... 


SUPPLIED 


A CROSSBORDER AFFAIR Québec Young Liberals are hoping to rope in voters. 


there is already too much of that 
among young people today.” 

Concordia University communi- 
cations major Maxine Dore doesn’t 
like the artwork or what’s seen as 
the target audience. “It’s effective for 
smart-ass hipsters, but nobody really 
cares what they have to say.” 

Dore said the Young Liberals are 
wasting their time trying to reach the 
university demographic altogether, 


businessmen and older generations— 
aren't sold. 


“The people who matter when it 
comes to making political decisions 
aren't going to pay attention to this,” 
Dore said. “The people who don’t 
matter will pay attention.” 

“George found a real buddy in 
Stephen Harper,” Diamond said, adding 
that he thinks this will be an issue 
brought up at the upcoming Liberal 
policy and leadership convention in 
Montréal at the end of November. 

Four delegates from each of the 
55 Young Liberal university chapters 
will attend the conference. 


‘Unbiblical creation debate spawns 
protest at ‘Trinity Western University 


ANGELA WIEBE 
Mars’ Hill 


LANGLEY, BC (CUP)—In an effort 
to secure a meeting with Trinity 
Western University’s Board of 
Governors, Cam Copeland has stood 
guard with a homemade protest sign 
at the University’s entrance for several 
days over the past three weeks. 
Copeland, the father of a 1985 
TWU alumnus, has held a regular 
demonstration in protest of what he 
calls unbiblical teaching by some of 
the University’s professors. 

“Tm concerned about the fact that 


the University has people on staff that 
openly deny Genesis,” he said. 

Copeland said he first took note of 
a TWU professor’s stance on creation 
as recorded in Genesis 1:11 after 
attending a conference on the subject 
held on campus last spring. 

According to Copeland, two pro- 
fessors spoke in condescending tones 
towards the conference’s speaker and 
claimed the Bible’s creation story was 
nothing more than a myth. 


“Once you start to say that, where 
does the rest of the Bible fall?” Copeland 
asked at the TWU campus entrance. 

But Dirk Buchner, a religious stud- 
ies professor, denies Copeland’s asser- 
tions, stating that he never claimed 
the biblical story of creation to be 
non-historical. 

“T think I was just trying to say that 
these guys should not read Genesis 
as literal history, but as a metaphor,” 
Buchner said. “[The Bible] wishes to 
tell us that God made the world, not 
how God made the world.” 

Buchner said he originally attended 
the conference last spring in order to 
protest against the view of a literal, 
six-day creation story. 

He said it’s foolish to believe that 
the Earth was created in six days, 
adding that those that view Genesis 
1:11 as 100 per cent literal are “really 
very unskilled” at reading the Bible. 

Buchner asserted further that confer- 
ence attendees such as Copeland had 
misconstrued his arguments. His public 
statements never claimed the creation 
story to be mythological, he noted. 


“T feel they are a dangerous group,” 
Buchner said of those that hold a literal 
creation view. “They are very, very 
isolationist.” 

According to Buchner, many support- 
ers of the six-day creation story disregard 
any scholarship that refutes their claims. 

Copeland and Buchner met for 
the first time last Wednesday as they 
debated both sides of the creation argu- 
ment. While both men left the meet- 
ing on what Buchner called “friendly 
terms,” Copeland is unsure on whether 
he will continue his protest or not. 

“T don’t want to hurt anyone.” 
Copeland said, “But the overall truth 
is more important than any one 
person, including myself.” 

Although TWU has no intentions of 
prohibiting Copeland from protesting 
in the future, as he’s on land owned by 
the Township of Langley, the University 
also has no intentions of accommodat- 
ing his request to meet with the Board 
of Governors. 

“We have no further plans at this 
point,” said Glen Forrester, executive 
assistant to the President. 


NATIONAL NEWS 


eee 
The Media & the Charter 


A Public Conference 
Friday, November 3, 2006 
Lister Hall Conterence Centre 
University of Alberta 

Can the media’s expressive freedoms go too far? 
Are publication bans appropriate, or do they 
infringe on the public’s right to know? 
What do you need to know about the Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms¢ 


Share your views! Join us for a day of informal, interactive 
panels with a fascinating lineup of journalists, scholars, 
media lawyers, and other experts in the field. Michelle 
Mann, lawyer and well-known journalist, will give the 
keynote talk on “Freedom of the Press: Rights and 
Responsibilites.” 


Student Registration: $55.00 
General Registation: $75.00 
Includes breakfast, lunch, wine & cheese reception. 


For more information on speakers, panels, and registration, 
visit the Centre for Constitutional Studies at: 
http://www.law.ualberta.ca/centres/ccs/ 
or contact Amber at (780) 492-5681 (aholder@law.ualberta.ca) 
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with impressive body of work and 
numerous international awards 
enjoys frequent publishing in top 
~ journals and spending time in 
North America's third-largest 
research library. Seeks like- 


minded grad _ students for 


similar pursuits. 


The University of Toronto is now accepting applications 
from top graduates flirting with the idea of pursuing 
their grad studies with us. We think it's a perfect match. 
You're brilliant and accomplished. We're an irresistible 
combination of scholarship and world-renowned 
research. But don't admire us for our brains alone. U of T 
is a vibrant campus located in North America's most 
multicultural city. Clearly we should meet when U of T 
visits the University of Alberta on Nov. 8, 2006. Please 
ask your career centre for details and feel free to contact 
us any time. 


gradschool@sgs.utoronto.ca 


www.gradschool.utoronto.ca 
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OPINION 


Party on, Garth 


THERE WERE TWO CONTROVERSIES WITHIN 

the federal Conservative Party’s ranks last week: one 
concerning an outspoken MP who publicly criticized 
his party, and another concerning a relatively less out- 
spoken MP who’s alleged to have slandered a member 
of the pesky official opposition. 

Given this information, I'll give you two guesses as 
to which of the two got kicked out of their party. 

If, by this point, you haven't guessed Halton MP 
Garth Turner, then you should probably just flip to the 
Comics section. Because yes, it’s indeed the suddenly 
independent Turner who has been booted out of 
the Conservative party for being “too criticial of his 
colleagues” and because “the theme of confidential- 
ity was not being respected” on his daily blog (www. 
garth.ca/weblog). In other words, Turner had the 
audacity to speak his mind—both within and outside 
of Parliament and caucus chambers—about his party 
and others, and for that he was given the boot. 

Meanwhile, a few seats down the row in Parliament, 
media darling (and high-ranking Foreign Affairs 
Minister) Peter Mackay was allegedly caught on tape 
infamously implying ex-beau Belinda Stronach’s resem- 
blance to the canine species of which he’s so fond. 
Only the most recent in a long rap sheet of derogatory 
comments towards women, the Liberal Party, or both, 
Mackay’s comment was met with decidedly less chastis- 
ing from his party. Indeed, compared to Turner's cen- 
suring, the Conservatives’ response to Mackay’s sharp 
tongue thus far can be summed up as his tree-house 
buddies patting his back and saying, “Ooh, burn!” in 
the general direction of Stronach’s newly distanced seat. 

Aside from this blatantly hypocritical behaviour, 
there’s also a rich irony in all this: after all, part of the 
Conservatives’ election platform was one of govern- 
ment transparency, yet as soon as Turner “leaked” a 
bit of intra-caucus information (the secret nature of 
which is highly debatable), he got publicly canned. 

To continue with the irrelevant Wayne’s World refer- 
ences, the Conservative’s inconsistent response is, in 
essence, the equivalent of saying, “asphinctersayswhat,” 
and then slapping that person when they say “what?” 

But no matter how you feel about Turner’s actions, 
you have to admit that Rahim Jaffer, the de facto 
disciplinarian in this case by virtue of his role as caucus 
chair, could have at least had the tact to inform Turner 
of the party’s decision beforehand. Instead, Turner said 
he found out about his unceremonious ejection via the 
media, and indeed has yet to be personally notified. 

Always a step or three ahead of his party, Turner saw 
his own demise on the horizon likely before anyone 
else did, and predicted as much on his blog. As he put 
it, “My refusal to play the role requested of me will, 
Tam sure, lead to my political demise. But each day I 
am an MP will be spent answering to the voters and 
taxpayers first, and my political master second.” 

Earlier in the year, before the winds of controversy 
really started swirling, Turner offered up this gem: 
“Dissenting opinions have a very valid place within 
great parties. They show debate, the clash of ideas, an 
open-mindedness and an acceptance, even if grudg- 
ing, of other points of view. Families fight. Couples 
squabble. Teams have issues. So, how believable is a 
caucus where every single member comes out of a 
room saying exactly the same thing?” 

Alas, such high-minded philosophizing clearly has 
no place in Canadian politics. One pretty much has to 
sit as an Independent in order to harbour such notions, 
as the power struggles and spin doctoring of big-party 
politics stifles whatever dying gasps of democratic duty 
and political fortitude with which the most idealistic 
MPs may have gone into the House of Commons. 

And while this state of affairs is nothing new, Turner’s 
recent shunning is a depressing reminder nonetheless. 
The silver lining in all this is that the renegade 
Turner is now a free man, no longer required to toe 
the party line or to worry about what “secrets” he can 
and cannot divulge—all in all, a much better fit for the 
former journalist. Indeed, his penchant for report- 

age has still not left him (he runs MPtv as well, on 
which he interviews politicians from all parties), and 
this thirst for the dissemination of information has 


ultimately proven his demise. That is, his demise as a 
member of the Conservative Party, a political stripe in 
which he was clearly never all that comfortable anyway. 
Here’s hoping that he flourishes as an impassioned and 
controversial Independent MP instead. 


ADAM GAUMONT 
Opinion Editor 


LETTERS 


Some feedback on SUB- 
par wireless signals 


Re: “A fatal error has occurred if you 
relied on campus computing” (12 
October). Mr Williams’ article unfor- 
tunately mistakes the problems of 
the SUB wireless network with errors 
on the part of Academic Information 
and Communication Technologies 
(AICT). SUB wireless is maintained 
by the Students’ Union in partner- 
ship with AICT. AICT helps the SU 
in solving problems with SUB's wire- 
ess. We are very aware that there 
are issues of SUB wireless and are 
working to find the source of the 
problem in order to get our coverage 
ixed as soon as possible. AICT has 
been cooperative in working with us 
on this front, even agreeing to wait 
o respond to Mr Williams until | had 
he opportunity to collect all the facts. 
While last week's Council Forum did 
in fact mention that this investigation 
was taking place, | feel it is necessary 
o reiterate that the SU in fact in the 
process of identifying the source of 
and solving this problem. 
there are noticeable problems in 
any non-SUB network, then that is 
anissue for AICT and they would like 
to hear from you. If any student has 
difficulty with AICT after contact- 
ing them, please let me know—l'd 
definitely like to see your concerns 
addressed. 


AMANDA HENRY 
VP Academic 


Students’ Union puts U, 
one S in ‘useless’ 


It must be some sort of right of pas- 
sage for new students to rail against 
all the mandatory univesity fees we 
must pay when we obviously gain 
so little from them (re: “Finish line 
now in sight for U-pass referendum,” 


19 October). $23 for health services, 
though it’s all covered by Alberta 
health care; $55 for Athletics and 
Rec, which | can’t help but believe 
subsidizes the sports teams that it 
should be a privilege to play for; and of 
course the vague “student services” 
which seems to be the sort of thing 
that tuition was designed to pay for. 
ostly, though, I've been won- 
dering about the approximately 
$64 | pay to the Students’ Union 
every semester, and what exactly | 
get for that. The Union sure hasn't 
succeeded in keeping tuition afford- 
able, for one thing. It turns out that 
our mandatory SU fees have been 
paying for the SU to enable us to pay 
even more mandatory fees in the 
orm of the $75 universal bus pass! 

Encouraging the use of public 
ransportation over automobile 
ravel is certainly a good thing, con- 
sidering this province's role in the 
destruction of our environment, 
but | fail to see why current walkers 
and cyclists have to pay for other 
students to ride the bus, and why 
university must become even more 
unaffordable to us, so it can become 
more affordable to them. 
ow about a mandatory bike- 
purchase and -maintenance fee to 
encourage cycling? Cycling is even 
better for our environment, keeps 
one healthy and strong enough 
© not need the $55 rec fee, and in 
most cases, it’s much faster than 
public transportation. People that 
previously rode their bikes or walked 
o school may now choose to ride 
he bus, since they are paying for it 
anyway, and so the most environ- 
mentally friendly commuters are not 
only being punished, they may be 
reduced in numbers. 


ROB FOUND 


Science | 


Pin article pushes the 
wrong buttons 


lf there's one thing | dislike more than 
political apathy, it's people writing 
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OH FOR FLICKS SAKE, 
WHO LET MADONNA 


articles encouraging forms of politi- 
cal apathy. Sure, you hate politics, 
and you hate seeing people jumping 
on the “trendy bandwagon of politi- 
cal awareness,” but why do | hav 
to hear about it? Maybe you think 
solidarity is dumb, but do you thin 
that writing an opinion article for the 
Gateway is going to make me stop 
wearing my anti-vivisection shirt o 
my “Bush is a Terrorist” pin? 

Contrary to these blowhards, | 
hink that political awareness in any 
orm is a positive thing, and | welcome 
it in almost any form. The majority of 
orth America is dangerously politi- 
cally inactive, which leads to the elec- 
ions of the Bushes, the Harpers and 
he Kleins, who in turn represent the 
est of us and fuck us over, not to men- 
ion other nations and the ecosphere 
(a trend one would notice by pending 
more than 15 minutes researching an 
article). | would rather see a Stop Bush 
button than one more of those dumb 
“| (heart) Alberta Beef” bumper 
stickers. Of course, I'll admit wearing 
a button is not going to change the 
world, but what exactly are the apa- 
thetic complainers like yourself doing 
about changing the world? 


Dm 


+ 


DALLAS THOMPSON 
Education III 
Tanasiuk pinpoints 


problem with politics 


Thank you! Oh, thank you so much 
for writing this article (re: “Don’t pin 
your hopes on a stupid button,” 19 
October). Whoever's idea it was to 
write this story is a genius. lt amazes 
me how much people think wearing a 
pin or a T-shirt makes a difference. It 
doesn't! Especially about US politics! 

I'm just glad to know I'm not 
alone in this institution, full of 
now-socialist-but-when-they- 
make -their-own-money-have-sud- 
denly-become-liberally-conservative 
[people], in thinking political change 
doesn’t start with fashion, it starts 
with the ballot box. That's not to 
say fashion statements don’t have 


their place, but do we al! need to be 
wearing “America needs to shave its 
Bush” buttons? Why can’t we wear 
buttons that mean something to us, 
as Canadians? 

Maybe next time, before someone 
decides to buy their anti-US button, 
they might decide to pick up the 
“It's only the NDP and the Taliban 
who want us to cut and run” button, 
or maybe they'll pick up the “The 
Liberals stole my money” button. | 
guess it just depends how much he 
9) 
Oo 


she wants to conform to the ways 
the politically naive masses. 


ALEX HAMILTON 
History II 


Gateway won't get fooled 
again over geek/nerd 
distinction 


Hey Michael Smith, stop stealing 
the geek culture (re: “Talkin’ ‘bout 
my nerd generation,” 19 October). 
In your article, you complain for 
longer than should be allowed about 
poseurs stealing your nerd culture. 
Now for those true geeks out there, 
you know the difference between 
a geek and a nerd thanks to hours 
of debate on countless message 
boards. For those who aren't enlight- 
ened in the ways of the geek here's 
the short, short version: Geeks have 
social skills, nerds don't. 

So Michael, just which group do 
you belong too? Since in your article 
you talk about the ability to date you 
must have social skills. Therefore you 
should be proclaiming yourself as a 
geek, not a nerd. Since the terminol- 
ogy escapes you, you are just another 
person who's latched on to being 
a geek because right now it’s cool. 
Next time, if you're going to represent 
a group you don't belong to; at least 
do your research first. And Kirk is way 
cooler than Picard! ‘Nuff said. 


, 


VANESSA SZTYM 
Arts Ill 
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Council bus stuck in the mud 


ROSS 
PRUSAKOWSKI 


While there are still five months left 
before we will truly know if Council 
learned from their mistakes last time 
they drafted a U-Pass question, the 
early signs are discouraging. At the 
last meeting, our elected representa- 
tive chose to make haste with one 
of the most important—and expen- 
sive—questions ever to face students, 
and did the rest of us a great disser- 
vice. Council took just over two and a 
half hours to debate a motion on the 
principles that will form the basis of 
the new U-Pass question, a motion 
which, because it was a late addition 
to the agenda, most councillors were 
seeing for the first time. 

This is a shocking departure for a 
body that was so concerned about 
carrying out their fiduciary duty last 
year that they rejected questions, spent 
hours debating the fine print and 
didn’t hesitate to table questions while 
councillors collected their thoughts. If 
last year’s edition of Council had not 
exercised that caution, students could 
today be funding a questionable phys- 
ical activities complex or watching the 
SU flounder under red ink from $2 
pints of beer. 

As approved by Council, the prin- 
ciples that will form the basis of the 
question are clouded in uncertainty. 


“Given the ease with which the principles breezed 
through Council, it’s hard not to lay all the blame 
for the dubious question at the feet of the entire 
body—especially after having watched them spend 
nearly an hour last year debating the exact size in 


milliliters of a pint.’ 


It will also be a major departure from 
the question students voted on in 
2003/04, in that there’s no provision 
to exempt students living outside the 
service area from paying for the U- 
Pass, meaning that people residing 
in places beyond the collective transit 
systems’ reach will still have to pay for 
a U-pass they can’t use. 

Given the ease with which the princi- 
ples breezed through Council, it’s hard 
not to lay all the blame for the dubious 
question at the feet of the entire body— 
especially after having watched them 
spend nearly an hour last year debating 
the exact size in milliliters ofa pint. Yet 
councillors shouldn't shoulder the bulk 
of the blame. Instead, SU President 
Samantha Power and Vice President 
(External) Cournoyer should both bear 
plenty of responsibility for the poor 
principles presented to Council. 

Not only did Power and Cournoyer 
spring the question upon council- 
lors with little warning, but they 
also created a false sense of urgency, 
threatening them with the suppos- 
edly short time frame they had left to 
approve the principles (a threat they 
backed up by referencing the three- 
week break in Council’s meeting 
schedule and the fact that the Bylaw 
Committee that will be tasked with 


drafting the question based on the 
principles approved by Council was 
extremely inexperienced). 

What they forgot to mention to 
the mostly first-time councillors is 
that Council has until 8 February 
to approve the second reading of a 
question and can call for additional 
Council meetings above and beyond 
those set out at the beginning of the 
year. Add in the fact that Council has 
the power to compel a committee to 
report items to it by a certain date and 
plenty of time existed for Council to 
receive presentations from the three 
transit authorities, the University and 
the SU’s advocacy department itself so 
it could conduct a proper and well- 
informed debate. 

Tt seems like it’s too much to expect 
the President and VPX to provide 
Council with this information when 


they're debating a question that could 
collectively cost students more than 
$4.5 million a year. Regardless, at this 
point it seems that the best students 
can hope for is that these convoluted 
principles never make it onto the 
final ballot, but rather become a start- 
ing point for an ironclad referendum 
where students can vote on the merits 
of the U-Pass alone, and not those of 
the question’s wording. 


Much hot air emitted in carbon tax debate 


Done properly, industry should be able to cope with emission restrictions 


PATRICK 
ROSS 


No one needs a memo from 
Greenpeace these days to realize 
that environmental issues currently 
occupy a central position in the public 
agenda. Liberal leadership candidate 
Michael Ignatieff knows this as well as 
anyone. Ignatieff has seized upon the 
imaginations of supporters and oppo- 
nents alike with his proposed solution 
to climate change: curtailing green- 
house gases through the application of 
a carbon tax. 

According to the Global Policy Forum, 
carbon taxes are designed to correct 
the free market’s failure to account for 


the external costs that the consump- 
tion of fossil fuels places on society 
in terms of environmental damage. 
Ignatieff’s plan is designed to address 
these externalities by 
ing individuals and industries to use 
lower-carbon fuels. 


encourag- 


His plan has drawn comparisons to 
Pierre Trudeau’s infamous National 
Energy Program, which to this day 
remains a point of contention between 
the Federal Liberals and Alberta. 
Ignatieff, for his part, insists that he 
would take steps to protect Alberta 
from the economic effects (some even 
suggest economic ruin) that a carbon 
tax could inflict. But even Ignatieff’s 
fellow Liberals have raised concerns. 
Stéphane Dion—who, it should be 
noted, is a former federal environment 
minister and one of Ignatieff’s oppo- 
nents in the ongoing Liberal leadership 


campaign—remarked, “The first sen- 
tence he said is, “We need to protect 
Alberta” And in the second sentence 
he said ‘carbon tax.” 

The federal Conservative Party, on 
the other hand, has announced plans 
to make strict California-style emis- 
sions standards mandatory for auto- 
mobile manufacturers in Canada. An 
agreement with automakers is cur- 
rently in place; these standards are vol- 
untary, however. The Conservatives’ 
plan would take effect in 2010, when 
the current agreement expires. 


The ridiculous 
squabbling can 
ultimately be reduced 
to asingle point: fossil 
fuels don’t become 
carbon emissions 
until they are actually 
burned. 


Buzz Hargrove, president of the 
union of Canadian Auto Workers, 
has his share of complaints about this 
plan. He claims that it would be cata- 
strophic for the Canadian automobile 
industry. Yet supporters of the tax who 
acknowledge that it could ruin Western 
Canada’s energy-based economy insist 
that that should be permitted none- 
theless. Perhaps it should be equally 
okay to implement a plan that could 
harm the car-manufacturing industry, 
which, like the energy industry in the 
West, makes up a significant portion 
of Eastern Canada’s economy. 

The ridiculous squabbling can ulti- 
mately be reduced to a single point: 


fossil fuels don’t become carbon emis- 
sions until they are actually burned. 
A carbon tax may seem like a novel 
idea—especially to those who are 
hostile to the oil industry. However, 
regulating emissions at their actual 
source—where the fuels in question 
are consumed, then spewed into the air 
as carbon dioxide—makes a lot more 
sense, and will have a very real and 
measurable effect on carbon emissions. 
Yet one must still recognize that the 
fuels themselves are a necessary com- 
ponent to this process. Perhaps both 
components should be addressed. 

It certainly couldn’t hurt to create 
actual incentives for Canadian indus- 
try to reduce their consumption of 
hydrocarbons and, by extension, their 
carbon emissions. A carbon tax could 
have precisely that effect using a rev- 
enue-neutral model under which taxes 
collected are returned to the industries 
that paid them, depending on each 
particular company’s success in reduc- 
ing emissions. Then this model must 
actually be followed. Unfortunately, 
past experiences with the expected dis- 
bursement of such tax revenues—for 
example, gasoline taxes—don’t quite 
inspire confidence to this end. 

Climate change is too critical an 
issue to allow it to be embroiled in 
petty bickering between the East and 
the West. This could be the perfect 
issue on which to reach a compromise. 
Perhaps Western leaders should strike 
a bargain with their Eastern counter- 
parts: let them have their carbon tax, 
so long as it’s accompanied by the plan 
for California emissions standards. 


Taken together, the two proposals 
could become a bi-partisan plan for 
decisive action, and actually help stem 
the imminently catastrophic tide of 
climate change. 
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OUR WEEKLY LINEUP 


Mini Burger Mondays: 
Cure that case of the “Mondays” with 99¢ mini burgers 
and $10 jugs. House Rules Apply. 7pm to close 


Karaoke Tuesdays: 
Downstairs in the LIBRARY. Like Canadian Idol, only 
our $8.99 nachos are cheesier than Ben Mulroney. 7pm to close 


Wing Wednesdays: 


Get in V-formation and migrate to the 
land o’ 25¢ wings. House Rules Apply 7pm to close 


Loonie Thursdays: 
$1 Draught downstairs in the LIBRARY. 
Celebrate the invention of the loonie. 7pm to close 


Finally Fridays: Extended Happy Hour. 
“True North strong and nearly free” 3pm to 9pm 


§.0.8. Saturdays: 
$2 Highballs downstairs in the LIBRARY. Your wallet 
is sending out an §.0.8. - Save On Spirits. 9pm to midnight 


Music Trivia Sundays: 
Test your music IQ. No studying required. 
$15 Buckets of Domestic heer! 7 pm to close 


433-6364 
11113-87 AVE. 
hudsonstaphouse.com 
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We should care more |Controversy needed on campus 
about student apathy 


PAUL 
KNOECHEL 


Perhaps I should back up to the 
Students’ Union's latest press-grab- 
bing endeavour over how the govern- 
ment is screwing students yet again: 
namely, that the promise of an afford- 
able tuition plan is long overdue, and 
that the SU will count the days on a big 
pretty sign until Minister of Advanced 
Education Denis 
through with Klein’s promise. Let’s just 
hope that they’ve got lots of space to 
expand that number—and plenty of 
patience, because like bad sex, we'll be 
waiting a long time for a conclusion 
that is ultimately dissatisfying. 

Now, I’m not slighting the SU. Too 
often people complain the Students’ 
Union isn’t doing enough for students; 
that they’re not getting anything done. 
That’s only right on one out of two 
counts: the SU is doing everything 
that it can. It brings attention from the 
media to concerns of the student body 
and makes sure our concerns are being 
voiced to the province’s MLAs. But they 
can work away until old Ralphy suc- 
cumbs to liver cirrhosis—it’s still not 


Herard follows 


going to get any results because they 
have absolutely no leverage. 

Students would like to bitch about 
how theyre getting hosed by The 
Man, but I’m putting it out there that 
it’s their fault they keep getting stepped 
on and ignored by their representa- 
tives. It’s their fault because students 
don’t hold the government account- 
able through the civil right that people 
the world over have actually died for: 
they don’t vote. 

Less than 25 per cent of those aged 
18-24 cast ballots in 2000’s federal elec- 
tion, and the numbers only get worse 


in provincial elections. It dumbfounds 
me that students will sit there bitching 
about how the government steps on us, 
yet they don’t do a thing about it. Wake 
up! Politicians walk all over us and 
ignore us because they can. They don’t 
need to give a shit about us because we 
don’t do anything about it. 

And don’t give me the, “I don’t vote 
because no party does enough for me.” 
Well duh, Einstein. What sense does it 
make for politicians to court the youth 
vote when so few will turn out to sup- 
port them come election day? If they 
want to get a seat in government, they 
make promises to the people that are 
going to actually cast ballots for them. 
And when they’re elected, they’re 
going to pass laws that keep those 
demographics happy. As much as it 
sucks, it’s not surprising. 

The only reason Alberta’s PCs 
dared to put through Bill 40—an 
amendment to the Postsecondary 
Learning Act that took tuition costs 
out of legislation and into regulation, 
meaning among other things that the 
party could make changes to it at any 
time without legislative debate—was 
because they knew they wouldn't 
suffer come next election because of 
it. If students would just pull them- 
selves out of their drunken stupors 
for an hour to vote come election 
time, maybe the big bad PCs would 
think twice before their next “fuck 
the students” law. 

Come on people, let’s back up our 
SU and vote in students’ interests in the 
next election. They're fighting a David- 
and-Goliath-type battle, except with- 
out some backup from the students 
they’re actually trying to help, they got 
no rocks, no sling, and no hope. It’s 
the age of the e-mail, and I know just 
about everyone has a minute to spare 
to fire off an angry one at our dear 
Advanced Education Minister Denis 
Herard (calgary.egmont@assembly. 
ab.ca). So go ahead and give him an 
earful—and tell ’im Paul sent ya. 


with purchase of lenses 
or complete eyeglasses 


| 
L 


Conveniently located at 11170-82 Ave Edmonton AB T6G 2L8 


WANTED: Survey Interviewers 


* Major social policy research firm in downtown Edmonton 
needs people to conduct nation-wide telephone surveys 


* No experience required, but friendly professional 
communication skills are essential 


* Bilingualism an asset 


* Part-time hours available for evenings and weekends, 


with flexible scheduling 
* 1 block from LRT 


* NO SALES OR TELEMARKETING 


* Starting wage is $10.00/hr 


edmonton@ekos.com 
OR 408-5233 (fax) 


CHRIS 
SALTEL 


A sure sign of writer’s block is when 
the margin of my notebook has more 
ink invested in doodles than the 


rest of the page does in words. And 
although my poorly drawn caricature 
of Hugo Chavez playing Dance Dance 
Revolution might invite some random 
giggles during physics class, it’s hardly 
the methodic insight I had planned for 
this page. Instead, I came to an impor- 
tant realization: during my first two 
months here at the U of A, I’ve had 
nothing to attack. 

I don’t mean a literal attack, I mean 
a literary attack. There’s far too much 
open-mindedness and tolerance here 
on campus. Where have all the punk- 
asses gone? Traditionally, the role of 
the student has been to provoke pro- 
gressive change in society, especially 
when things become stagnant. And 
as far as governments go, Alberta is 
about as stagnant as it comes: Klein 
does a lot more talking about pro- 
gressive policy change than he does 
actually writing it. Students at the U 
of A seem to have adopted this ste- 
reotype naturally. 

In order for students to incite any 
change, there must be a difference 
between the differences. If we all 
continue to tolerate each other's dif- 
ferences and respect each other’s opin- 
ions, how can we ever hope to compete 
with those who willingly break the 
tules of argumentative engagement? 
Just because an issue is important to 
you, that doesn’t make it important to 
anyone else. Conversely, it isn’t neces- 
sary to care about all the issues at once, 
as is common on campus. 

I see Samantha Power and the SU 
trying to provoke the province to 
deliver on its promise of affordable 
tuition. Here’s some news: they don’t 


PHIL HEAD 


IF YOU'RE HAPPY AND YOU KNOW IT Our SU execs are far too open-minded 


care what you say, and they won't be 
bothered by your plight or mine—or 
that of any of the other students in the 
province. As long as there are students 
who can afford to go to school, all of 
us who complain about the cost will 
just be dismissed as whiners. 

I's a simple economic principal. 
Education is an inelastic demand, 
which means it will always be in 
demand regardless of the cost. To 
exploit this economic phenomenon 
would seem cruel and unfair—and it 
is. But who the fuck cares? 

That’s the kind of jaded argument 
we're up against. Klein might nod his 
head and furrow his brow but he’s 
not listening. Ol’ Ralphie is trying to 
remember if he taped last night’s epi- 
sode of Laguna Beach. At least lassume 
he’s taken interest in the quandary of 
Kristen and Stephen, since tuition 
costs seem to reflect the income of the 


show’s characters. In that show, the 
students live in roomy apartments, 
wear designer clothes and drive nice 
white Jeeps. It’s easy to see why Klein 
thinks we're made of money. He 


should watch Undergrads instead. 
The advice that I have for Samantha 
Power and all of the students here, 
then, is to close your minds. Over- 
thought opinions went out with 
the iPod mini. So get with the nano 
already, and argue with your natural 
beliefs, biases and stereotypes instead. 
Don’t tolerate ideas that you don’t 
believe in. Lower yourselves to the 
level of our leaders. Don’t play fair. 
Call names. Say what shouldn't be said. 
Cross all the lines without hesitation. 
There are a few labels SU could 
drop regarding the Ralphster, a lot of 
them dealing with his booze problem, 
which would have the public’s atten- 
tion with jaws dropped and people 
waiting to hear what’s said next. That 
might get them sued for slander, but 
at least people would be interested. 
I guess the SU could always orga- 
nize a celebrity wrestling match and 
pit Samantha Power against Ralph 
Klein—but that would be too cool to 


actually happen. Instead they’ll prob- 
ably put up a poster that no one but us 
students will read. 


ONE TO ONE 


WOMEN IN CONVERSATION 
WITH WOMEN IN PUBLIC OFFICE 


7:00 pm to 10:00 pm 


Thursday, November 2, 2006 


Lister Conference Centre 


Edmonton, Alberta 


University of Alberta Campus 
87th Avenue and 116th Street 


To register phone: 423-9922 Ext. 221 
or 
email: information@ywcaofedmonton.org 


This project funded by Status of Women Canada 


THIS IS A FREE EVENT 
FOR WOMEN INTERESTED 
IN FINDING OUT WHAT 
IT’S REALLYLIKE TO 
HOLD PUBLIC OFFICE. 


Register today to guarantee your 


place at the table. 
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Let's face it: Facebook is here to stay 


Exclusive online community reunites friends, lovers and stalkers alike 


ELIZABETH 
MCMILLAN 


Step aside Brangelia, there’s a new soap 
opera in town. Say hi to Facebook, an 
online community that wants to know 
your deepest secrets—and share them 
with the world. Forget supermarket 
tabloids: the hippest university trend is 
this verifiable stalker’s guide, complete 
with up-to-the-minute information on 
all your friends’ nightly exploits, politi- 
cal views and social affiliations. 

The website allows everyone to 
become their own paparazzi, with 
picture uploads and profile changes 
documented on the constantly revolv- 
ing news reel. Members can log in 
throughout the day and discover who’s 
at the library, who’s talking to whom 
and who’s dating whom. An informa- 
tion freeway, Facebook allows you in 
many cases to quite literally see into 
other people’s bedrooms. 

The appeal for many users is the site’s 
exclusivity. After all, you can only see 
the profiles of people you are “friends” 
with, or those with whom you share a 
network. I know I feel secure knowing 
that only select people—that is anyone 
with a U of A e-mail address—can see 
my personal information. 

Possessing all the characteristics of 
a creepy neighbour, Facebook allows 
you to monitor people’s coming and 
goings. By browsing profiles you can 
listen in on their conversations and 


evaluate social networks by monitor- 
ing their friend expansion. Facebook 
can even generate drama of its own. 

Following the lead of a grade four 
science experiment, I made a few 
hypotheses and changed my relation- 
ship status from “single” to the elusive 
“in a relationship.” Within minutes, 
I had received my first response—via 
Facebook of course. I was glad to know 
that one of my closest friends knew 
how to reach me at such a crucial time, 
since our daily communications had 
clearly been insufficient to fill her in. 
T intend to post all future life changing 
events on Facebook first. 


Masking as a 
networking tool, 

the company now 

has access to key 
information from 

its pool of nearly 10 
million users. Think 
youre safe amid your 
ever-expanding friend 
list? Think again. 


So what is the point of this time- 
absorbing black hole? I’m still strug- 
gling with that one. But what most 
registered users will tell you is that it’s 
oddly addictive. It’s also revolution- 
izing the way we socialize. Need to 
avoid an awkward face-to-face conver- 
sation? Just wall-post. Need to advertise 
your entrepreneur project? Create an 


event. Missing your friends from kin- 
dergarten? Search them. Nothing says 
“thinking of you’ 
reunion on the Facebook front page. 


like a random 


Part of the appeal is absorbing all 
the information people freely exhibit. 
You get to meet their families, look 
at their friends and measure compat- 
ibility based on similar interests. Hell, 
Facebook has even created a new genre 
of “friend.” You don’t need to have 
personal contact with someone to add 
them. But the add reinforces their exis- 
tence and importance in your life—not 


to mention your popularity. 

Think it’s all fun and games? Think 
again. What started as a Harvard 
University student’s online social net- 
work has expanded into an advertising 
tour de force. Earlier this month, Yahoo 
reportedly offered current Facebook 
CEO Mark Zuckerberg between $800 
million and $1 billion for his creation. 
The 22-year-old refused, apparently not 
needing to pay off any student loans. 

Currently supported by a $200 000 
Microsoft deal and a staff of 150, 
Facebook isn’t just your friendly Big 
Brother. It’s also an advertiser’s dream. 
Masking as a networking tool, the com- 
pany now has access to key information 
from its pool of nearly 10 million users. 
Think you're safe amid your ever- 
expanding friend list? Think again. 

Don’t know what I’m talking about? 
Look it up. It'll live up to your Internet 
stalking dreams and pretty soon you'll 
be spending countless hours furtively 
glancing at people you think you rec- 
ognize. And thanks for all the com- 
ments, wall-posts and curious messages 
about my love life. I’m glad to know my 
friends are paying close attention. 


Yaar, the nerds are alright 


strolled onto campus on Thursday 
wearing my hot pink “Talk Nerdy To 
e” T-shirt, and was barraged with an 
onslaught of comments insinuating that 
was a poseur. WTF? Some people, 
myself included, have the right to wear 
hose shirts. So what if | don’t hide from 
he opposite sex and have never played 
D&D? | am a nerd in my own right. | 
ditched out on bar night this week to 
go play Mario Kart, and last weekend, 
after a day at the Space and Science 
Center (where highlights included riding 
a Segway), | spent my evening updat- 
ing info on the CompE club website and 
playing Minesweeper. |once got a phone 
number in binary and couldn't have been 
happier. I've used pick-up lines which 
involve integration, | love binary jokes 
and | celebrate Pi Day. | think guys who 
ead (or write) comics are hot. | dress 
and talk like a pirate on a regular basis, 
and the current ringtone on my ridicu- 
ously over-equipped and geeky PDA is 
definitely “White and Nerdy.” 
Therefore, despite the fact that I'd 
ather play Tetris than D&D, and I'll 
watch old-school Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles before Star Trek, | think I'm pretty 
entitled to wear that shirt. So nerd boys, 
go ahead and discuss the poor continuity 
of Enterprise! | assure you my eyes won't 
glaze over, but they may wink a little. 


DANA MARSH 


‘Preferential’ panel panned 


As | recently attended Tuesday's panel 
discussion and open forum on Canada’s 
role in Afghanistan that was put on by 
the Muslim Students’ Association and 
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the Edmonton Coalition Against War 
and Racism, | couldn't help but leave 
feeling disappointed as the gathering 
came to a close. As expected, the “dis- 
cussion” was decidedly preferential, 
with the overwhelming majority of time 
allotted going to those in support of a 
withdrawal from Afghanistan. 
Irrespective of this, however, | was 
ultimately taken aback by the nature of 
how the forum was moderated. Many 
individuals who wished to speak were 
unable to, as our limited time was spent 
sorting through rounds of childish bick- 
ering from members of the audience. 
This issue is too important to too many 
people to allow an unmoderated argu- 
ment to preclude us from discussing the 
topic at hand. 

To the gentleman on the discussion 
panel who referred to those who display 
yellow ribbons in support of our troops 
as war-supporting “hicks,” yet leaves 
unannounced halfway through the dis- 
cussion: you, sir, have demonstrated a 
complete lack of sensitivity and shown 
blatant disregard for the issue at hand. 
Your comments that afternoon insulted 
millions of Canadians, and the soldiers 
they support. 


MIKE WILLIAMS 


Arts 


Letters to the editor should be dropped 
off at room 3-04 of the Students’ Union 
Building, sent via carrier owl or e-mailed to 
letters@gateway.ualberta.ca. 

The Gateway reserves the right to edit 
letters for length and clarity, and to refuse 
publication of any letter it deems racist, 
sexist, libellous or otherwise hateful in 
nature. The Gateway also reserves the 
right to publish letters online. 

Letters to the editor should beno longer 
than 350 words, and should include the 
author's name, program, year of study 
and student identification number to be 
considered for publication. 


CONSTRUCTING THE WALL OF DEBT 


OCTOBER 31, 2006 
12:30 PM SUB 


Tell the government and the public that student debt is still a barrier to education. Clip out this brick, fill 


in your expected student debt, your name or initials, and your program. Then, come out on Tuesday and 
join the SU in building the Wall of Debt. 


CUT ALONG DOTTED LINE 


If you cannot make it out for construction, drop of your brick at SUB 2-900, any InfoLink desk, or our tables. 


